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THE 


ADVENTURES 


JOHN or GAUNT, 


DUKE or LANCASTER. 


VISIT Mun. 


HE duke was early on the 
enſuing day. No ſooner, 
faid he, had the firſt uſher con- 
cluded, than the ſecond began his 
hiſtory in the following words : 

Vor. II. B The 
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The humiliations, brother, and 
the miſeries which I have expe- 
rienced are in no wile inferior to 
your own. T was born in an ob- 
ſcure village in the North of Eng- 
land, of parents who maintained 
themſelves by agriculture. My 


father would fain have had me fol- 


low the ſame profeſſion ; but my 
grandfather, whoſe wife had been 
the daughter of a Welſh vicar, was 
deſirous of beholding me in the 
pulpit, and being a poſitive old 
man, over-ruled my reluctant fa- 
mily, It was determined, there- 

eee, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 3 
fore, that, as ſoon as I had laid in 
ſufficient Latin, I ſhould apply to 
be admitted a Servitor at the uni- 
verſity of Oxford. 


At length the time arrived when 
I quitted my native fields for a ve- 
nerable dormitory in the college of 
St. John. In this lowly condition 
of life, I employed myſelf diligently 
in acquiring the countenance and 


aſſiſtance of my ſuperiors, amongſt 
whom one Doctor Abſalom had 
moſt compaſſion on me. This 
was a Senior Fellow, of a little 


round 
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round fat body, and of the deepeſt 
erudition. He poſſeſſed withal a 
ſort of ferocious good- nature, if fo 
I may denominate it ; he would do 
one a friendly action very readily, 
but with a roughneſs and incle- 
mency of air and language that 


vere truly mortifying to the object 


of his benignity. He was pleaſed 
to harbour a good opinion of me, 
which I repaid and improved by 
emptying his ſpitting-pot, waxing 
his boots, duſting his library, and 
ſach like dutiful behaviour. At 
times too, in a caſe of need, Leven 


harneſſed 


1 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 5 
harneſſed his palfrey. I muſt deſ-- 
cant, for a moment, on this extra- 
ordinary beaſt. Doctor Abſalom 
was the moſt regular of mortals : 
he went out every day to take the 
air, exactly at the hour of noon. 
His palfrey, which grazed in a little 
field adjoining to the chambers of 
its lord, uſed to come up to the 
back door, when the great clock 
- ſtruck twelve, as if praying to be 
Gaddled and bridled : inſomuch 
that in all the colleges, and even in 
the town of Oxford, it became 
proverbial to ſay, as puniual as 
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Doctor Abſalom's palfrey. At half 
after one they returned, invariably 
obſerving the fame exactitude. 
Neighbours, it is paſt one, would 
they cry in the adjacent villages, 
for there goes Doctor Abſalom. 


To his kindneſs was I indebted 
for ſundry tuitions of youthful and 
raw ſtudents, heirs-apparent of 
wealthy families, who, incapable 
of crawling through their ſtudies 
without help, and of appearing 
with credit at the lectures of the 
public tutor, often purchaſed the 


private 


TOHN OF GAUNT: 7 
private aid of ſome pains- taking 
Servitor (though God knows I 
was but ill ſtored with erudition 
, myſelf) to prop them, like 2 
crutch, in the avenues to ſcience, 
and to moiſten, with preparatory 
ſhowers of inſtruction, the native 
hardneſs of the brain, ere the lec- 
turer could cultivate it. 


But alas! brother uſher, (and 
to your faithful boſom I avow it) 
this office was not always diſ- 
charged with due integrity, In- 
ſtead of copious ſhowers, my pu- 

B 4 pils 
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pils had but tranſitory mizzlings 
for their money. I deemed it 
more my intereſt to flatter their 
love of idleneſs, than to obtrude 
Greek and Latin upon perſons of 
their quality, many of whom had 


_ rights of advowſon with their ei- 


tates, and might chance, if I be- 
haved agreeably, to preſent me one 
day to a vacant benefice. Tully, 
therefore, and Demoſthenes were 
frequently rejected for a game at 
back-gammon: we diſcourſed more 
of horſes and harlots, than of A- 
quinas and Duns Scotus, and drank 


fewer 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 9g 
fewer draughts from the fountain 
of Helicon, than from the flaggon 
of Canary. I now and then con- 
ducted them to a houſe of ill re- 
pute, and introduced them to plea- 
fant damſels who plied without the 
city. But ere long the parents and 
kinſmen of ſome of them began to 
make remarks on their flow pro- 
greſs in literature, and to complain 
that the youths had contracted a 
broad accent, and a meanneſs of 
manners, which ſome were ſo un- 


charitable as to attribute to me. 
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At length fate, or the devil, 
would have it that I ſhould defire - 


to become an uſher. I grew weary 


of a college life, and was impatient 
to ſcour off its ruſt, and to refine 
my manners, in the manſion of 
ſome noble family. Accordingly, 
one morning I bruſhed my gar- 
ments very clean, and put on my 
beſt ſhoes and ſtockings ; then re- 
paired to Doctor Abſalom, to ac- 
quaint him with my wiſh, and 
beſeech him to recommend me to 
ſome illuſtrious houſe, as an eligible 
perſon to be uſher. Brother, I 

ſhall 
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ſhall never forget the interview on 
that occaſion. I have already de- 
ſcribed to you the character of 
Doctor Abſalom. He had a cuf- 
tom of lathering his head, and was 
performing the operation when I 
entered his apartment. At ſuch 
times he looked doubly uncouth, 
the white ſuds overwhelming his 
crown, and gliding here and there 
down his viſage. Scarce had I 
unfolded my petition, when he ex- 
claimed, with a voice more ſimilar 
to the bellowing of a bull, than 
to the accents of a human being, 

| Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed Dominick! what is this I 


hear? — Jenkins an uſher - Why, 
creature, what demon of darkneſs 


hath poſſeſſed thee, that thou 
ſhouldſt dream of an occupation 


for which thou art no more fitted, 


(do help me Heaven) than thou 


art to be made Lord Chamberlain 
to the Pope? — Eh! Here the 
Doctor rubbed his head, then 
pauſed, then rubbed afreſh, eying 
me ever and anon moſt ſternly] 
Why, creature, thou canſt not 
even pull off thy cap, or take a 


ſpoonful of gravy with common 


propriety, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 13 
- propriety, and yet thou propoſeſt 
to teach nice breeding in the caſtles 
of the magnificent. —Eh !—Mer- 
ciful Mother of God !-—Why, 
Jenkins, thou art ſuch a mean- 
looking hound too, that no daugh- 
ter of a baron will vouchſafe to be 
reftified by thee. Holy Peter |— 
Eh !—That ſhambling gait of 
thine, and that infernal Northern 
dialect, would offend and alarm a 
yery Saracen : it is as if Nature had 
ſworn that thou ſhouldſt be no 
uſher. Go, man, ſeek a curacy 
in ſome deſolate diſtrict : go, ſnuffle 
the 
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the word of God to the ruſtic and 
illiterate pariſh where thou firſt 
faweſt the light. —Eh !—Beſides, 
Jenkins, thou haſt a ſweaty face, 
and crooked legs, two things that 
young women abhor. Oh! fie, 
oh! fie, oh! fie. 


Thus ſpake the Doctor Abſalom. 
Grieved and ſhocked as I was at 
this reception, I collected ſufficient 
courage to reply, That although I 


A —_—— to << Im — — 


was conſcious of very many defects, 
ſinner as I was, yet I hoped with 
a blefling to compenſate for them 

all, 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. » 
all, by what I conſidered to be the 
eſſential thing in uſherſhip, to wit, 
an incorruptible rigour and ſolem- 
nity. Rigour and folemnity ! quoth 
the Doctor, piſh! My patience 
was exhauſted by this laſt pi / 
I burſt into tears, and bewailed 
my fad condition. He was touched, 
I believe, with my forrow, and re- 
pented him a little of the unmerci- 
ful and mortifying expreſſions he 
had made uſe of. Having rumi- 
nated for ſome moments, he wiped 
his head, faying, Well, if you 
are abſolutely bent upon the thing, 

I will 
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I will do what I am able. The 
lady dowager de la Zouch, a diſ- 
creet relict, hath occaſion for a 
ſteady uſher, to conduct her only 
daughter, the lady Iſabella. A 
word from me will be your paſl- 
port into her family : you may 
look upon yourſelf as already ſet- 
tled there. 


At this unexpected turn of for- 
tune, my tears were arreſted in their 
courſe, my face brightened. I will 
ride to the caſtle this day, conti- 
nued the doctor, to-morrow, at 

| furtheſt, 
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furtheſt, you ſhall hear from me. 
This threw me into a tranſport of 
joy. In the fervour of my zeal 
and gratitude, I ſeized his boots, 
and waxed them with uncorimon 
fury; difarranged his volumes with 
ſtrenuouſly duſting them; held the 
ſpitting-pot out of the window, 
though it needed not to be emp- 
tied,“ and, in my hurry down 
the ſtairs, to put the ſaddle on the 
palfrey, made a hideous rent in 
my raiment, by a nail that was in 
the baniſter. This caſt a tranſient 


gloom 
Et ſi nulla pulvis exit. tamen excute nullam. Ov. 
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gloom over my rapture: I could 


not avoid moralizing, while I fad- ri 
dled the beaſt, on the chequered q 
condition of human affairs, and h 
reflecting how ſeldom the cup of I = 
Joy 1s preſented to us pure, and 3 t 
unadulterated with diſquietude. 1 


The palfrey accoutred, I re- 
turned to Doctor Abſalom, who 
opened one of his drawers, and, 
taking out ſome money, cried, 
Here, Rigour and Solemnity, are 
five nobles * for thee, to purchaſe 

a ſtaff 


* A coin worth fix ſhillings and eight pence. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1g 
a ſtaff of ebony, and other neceſſa- 
ries. I kiſſed his hand with un- 
queſtionable reverence, and aided 
him to draw on his boots ; he 


S meanwhile uttering at each exer- 


tion, in a low voice, and partly 
through his noſe, the disjointed 
ſyllables r;g—or and—ſolem—nity. 
As ſoon as he was mounted, and 
out of my fight, I haſtened to my 
dormitory in order to adjuſt my 
perſon for my approaching prefer- 
ment. I ſcoured my face with 
fand, and afterwards with bran 
and buttermilk, till I verily thought 
I ſhould 
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I ſhould have flead it. (As for my 
legs, I could not improve them.) 
I borrowed a mirrour from a ſha- 
ver of mine acquaintance, and diſ- 
poſed my beard, (of which I had 
but little) by combing and ſtretch= 
ing it, to the beſt advantage. The 
next thing I did, after vamping 
my injured apparel, was to buy 
me a ſtaff of ebony, and a ſmall bit 
of ambergris, to ſubdue unlucky 


odours, and cauſe me to ſmell gen- 
teelly. The remainder of the day 
I ſpent before the mirrour, in prac- 


tifing ſour looks, and an orderly 
exterior 
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exterior, and in handling my ſtaff 
of ebony after an uſherlike faſhion. 


I lept but little that night. The 
next morning the good doctor Ab- 
falom acquainted me that I was 
now a domeſtic of the lady dow- 
ager de la Zouch, and muſt appear 
at her manſion without delay. 
Moreover he generouſly lent me 
his palfrey. I journeyed with ſuch 
. 1 alacrity, that I ſoon reached the 
place of my deſtination, A pre- 
ciſe ſteward received me in the hall, 
and enquired if I were the perſon 
of 
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of whom Doctor Abſalom had 


ſpoken. Upon hearing that I was 
he led me to his lady, who was 
ſitting in a grand apartment, with 
a maiden fiſter and the beauteous 
Iſabella. They were a great way 
from the fire, and working a ſet 
of bed-curtains in red and yellow 
ſquares. Honeſt friend, faid the 
lady dowager—-But firſt, brother, 
it is requiſite that I ſhould deſcribe 
to you the three perſons in whoſe 
preſence I then ſtood, 


The lady dowager de la Zouch 


Was 


. ˙· - ig F*: AW 
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ad was now ſeven years a widow, and 
as had ſeen four and forty winters. 
as She was of the middle fize, and a 
h religious inclination. To this lat- 
18 ter I imputed the grave and com- 
1 poſed air for which ſhe was diſ- 
ot tinguiſhable. Her head-dreſs was 

formal, but not unfaſhionable ; her 
le ruff plain, but not inelegant; her 
5 gown ſober, but not melancholy. 
e FF was ſtriped black and white, 2 
" SY judicious ſort of garment for the 


advanced ſtate of widowhood, be- 
tokening that the wearer is neither 
utterly out of mourning, nor yet 
altogether 


N 4 ADVENTURES OF 
i | altogether diſmal. It is, moreover, 
| 1 a kind of indirect declaration, that 
1 ſhe who puts it on diſdaineth a ſe- 
i cond huſband. Depart, ye widow 


hunters, whenſoever ye behold, in 
the reli& ye purſue, an inflexible 
1 attachment to this black and white 
A attire. It is the ſignal for ye to 


deſpair; it is a flag proclaiming 
1 that both her heart and her jointure 
| f bid defiance to mankind. 
mii 


The lady Iſabella was in her ſe- 
venteenth year, beautiful, penſive, 
9 and of a tender turn of mind. Her 
; I golden 


„ 
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hair, in innumerable pretty curls, 
adorned her ivory forehead, over 
which a fable oftrich feather nodded 
not unpleaſingly. Her eyes were 
of a love-announcing blue, her 
cheeks juſt tinted with carnation, 
her noſe well finiſhed, her mouth 
pleaſant, her chin inimitable. If 
I dare make a criticiſm, her face 
was a little too broad. Tall was 
her ſtature ; in her ſhape the hand 
of ſymmetry was manifeſt. Her 
own hands, which the frequent 
threading of her needle diſplayed 
to full advantage, were ſmall, ta- 

e per, 
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per, white, and delicate. As ſhe 
lived with a correct mother and a 
maiden aunt, her ſhoulders were 
immoderately down and back ; in- 
fomuch that her carriage bordered 
ſomewhat upon ſtiffneſs. (This laſt, 
brother, is a point which appertains 
to our vocation.) I was wformed 
by her waiting-women that ſhe 


had the fineſt elbuws pon earth. 


Her aunt was a virgin, over 
whoute diſcontented head tome five 
ard jrrty ſummers had ſtolen. 
She was near fix feet high, Her 
waiſt, 


19 
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waiſt, with tight lacing, was not 
very unlike a cloak-bag, which 
hath been well packed, and placed 
upon one end. Her black hair was 
combed up, as if it were ftarting 
by the roots from her brown and 
withered forehead, while her dull 
grey eyes ſeemed to ſhed a malign 
influence on all around her. There 
was ſomething allo about her 


mouth inexpreſſibly ill-natured, 


Her ruff was ſtiffened up to the 


moſt outrageous extremity, and 
her robe was of a glaring yellow. 
: 2 _—_ Such 


„r 
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Such were the noble perſons in 
whoſe preſence I then appeared. 


Honeſt friend, faid the lady 
dowager, ſtill ſtitching at proper 
intervals, you are indebted to doc- 
tor Abſalom for the ready intro- 
duction you obtain into my family. 
Many uſhers have already applied, 
whoſe recommendation and deport- 


ment were unexceptionable ; but 
my reſpect and value for the opi- 
nion of doctor Abſalom have de- 
termined me to give you the pre- 
ference, being thoroughly perſuaded 
that 
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that that pious and good man would 
not have given you fo high a cha- 
racer, unleſs you had well deferved 
it. Your appearance, I muſt own, 
is not exceedingly in your favour. 
Nevertheleſs, as the doctor hath 
deſcribed you to be one whoſe dili- 
gence is unwearied, and whoſe 
morals are irreproachable, [a griey- 
ous untruth, my dear brother, 


Heaven knows] and a man too of 


extraordinary ſtrictneſs and auſte- 
rity of nature, I employ you in my 
ſervice, and confide to your inſpec- 
tion the conduct and demeanour of 

=” ER the 
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the lady Iſabella. I am the more 
cautious with regard to what 
uſhers I take in, as divers irreli- 
gious and audacious perſons, vul- 
gar in their manners, language, 
and conceptions, have lately gone 
about, and gained admiſſion into 
noble houſes, by tying on falſe 
beards, and hypocritically affecting 


a ſeverity of aſpect, to the infinite 
detriment of the repoſe of families, 
and to the peril, nay the undoing 
of youthful damſels. 


Little was the lady dowager de 
la 


t 
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la Zouch aware how nearly fome 
parts of her oration ſtruck at me. 
I thanked her, however, for her 
goodneſs, in a ftyle fo very neat, 
that doubtleſs ſhe was in ſome de- 
gree puzzled to underſtand it. For 
(to ccnfeſs to you, brother, my 
foll ce, as you have yours to me) 
I uad bethought me of a way of 
chopping my words ſmall, and of 
racing through every ſentence, en- 
deavouring thereby to ſmother my 
native accent. As I quitted the 
apartment, I ubſerved with ſome 
Chagrin, that the ſiſter of my lady 


C 4 dowager 
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dowager had conceived a hatred to 
me, which the inauſpicious mo- 
tion of her mouth and noſtrils ren- 
dered but too evident. But our 
averſion was reciprocal. I thwarted 
her moſt favourite meaſure of 
pinioning the lady Iſabella, whom 
I counſelled, indeed enjoined to 
allow herſelf more eaſe and com- 
fort in the ſhoulders, by adopting 
a middle method, ſo as neither to 
ſhove them up to her ears on all 
occaſions, like a hoyden of thir- 
teen, nor yet to ſtrain them back- 


wards, like a maiden of five and 
forty. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 33 
forty. This condeſcenfion of mine 
was the more grateful to the dam- 
ſel, as ſhe had taught herſelf to 
expect from me nothing but op- 
poſition, and an unrelenting ri- 


gidity. 


The ſiſter of my lady reſented 
this ſo vehemently — Here the duke 
of Lancaſter ſuſpended his narra- 
tion, much to the ſorrow of the 
noble earl of Marche, who con- 
jured him to come early on the 
enſuing day, and continue the hiſ- 
tory of Jenkins, the ſecond uiher. 

C 5 VISIT 
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friar Hildebrand, was not forgetful 
of the impatience teſtified by the 
lord Edmond Mortimer, to whoſe 
caſtle he repaired about noon. 
Having jeſted a little upon the 
calling and condition of uſhers, he 
proceeded in the following man- 


ner: 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 3; 
ner: The ſiſter of my lady, faid 


the ſecond uſher, reſented my con- 


duct fo vehemently, that ſhe ex- 
erted all her malice to procure my 
overthrow. She even went ſo far 
as to affirm to the lady dowager, 
that her uſher had the itch, and 
was unfit to handle a young wo- 
man of diſtinftion. Whereupon 
1 was examined by the ſteward and 
the houſekeeper, touching my bo- 
dily condition, who generouſly 
reported that I was as clean as a 
new trencher. 


C 6 


Never- 
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Nevertheleſs this acquittal could 
not reſcue my importance from 
receiving a rude ſhock by this 
crucl accuſation. Ever after, when 
I attempted to aſſume dignity in 
the buttery, the domeſtics would 
ſpread their fingers, and inſpect 
between their knuckles, in an arch 
and grave manner, an action which 
afflicted me unſpeakably. This 
was the ficſt diſgrace I experienced 
in my uſherly capacity ; it opened 
an avenue to freſh misfortunes, 
moſt of which I owed to the 
maiden ſiſter of my lady. I have 
known 
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known many ancient maidens, of 


both high and low degree, who 


poſſeſſed as much good-nature, and 
even as much hilarity, as any mar- 
ried dame in the pariſh. They 
could lace themſelves as looſely, 
and be as eaſy in the ſhoulders, as 
other women : and, if they were 
ſtill fangle, it was either becauſe 
their merits were not ſufficiently 


known, or their dowries were in- 
adequate to the luxury of the 
times. But this moſt horrid ſiſter 
of the lady dowager de la Zouch 

Was, 
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was, by dint of pride and folly, 
yet a virgin. 


In her thirty-ſeventh year, it 
was her fortune to be addreſſed by 


Sir Dagobert, a worthy knight, 
but one of flender inheritance. 


1 Now the ſiſter of my lady do wager 
hy had ſeven thouſand acres of land. 
1 Her ſelf-love was flattered by the 
homage of Sir Dagobert, who had 
1 ſerved in the Scottiſh wars; inſo- 
| ach thee, for his Mn he came 


4 ſented to mitigate the rigour of her 
4 high diſdain, and to favour him 
3 with 
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with ſach ſmiles as a countenance 
like hers was capable of aſſuming. 
In this fituation of things, it 
chanced that a ſolemn tournament 
was proclaimed at a certain caſtle, 
to which the gay and gallant were 
invited to repair. The ſiſter of 
my lady dowager was preſent at 
the ſpectacle, which was graced 
by a moſt numerous and adorable 
aſſembly. Ere the combats began, 
the ſeveral knights and barons were 
prancing round the liſts, each ac- 
- coſting the celeſtial object of his 
love in language the moſt eloquent 

and 
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and moſt ſublime. Among the 
reſt, Sir Dagobert was not inat- 
tentive. He ſpurred his courſe 
and cauſed him to rear, for which 
he was much praiſed by the ladies, 
At length, after conſiderable 
bounding and curvetting, the 
ſprightly animal approached the 
ſcaffolds, and, in many graceful 
attitudes, came fidling along the 
rails, to where the miſtreſs of Sir 
Dagobert was fitting in great ſtate, 
It happened, however, that, at 
the ſelf-· ame moment when the 
courteous knight was near enough 

to 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 4 
to be heard, and was beginning to 
utter ſomething moſt ſubmiſſive 
and pathetical, his ſteed, front the 
vigour of action, very loudly broke 
wind. Oh! Heavens! cried the 
ſiſter of the lady dowager de Ia 
Zouch, and ſunk back upon the 
benches. She was immediately 
carried out, but whether in a real 
or pretended ſwoon, the by- ſitters 
could not clearly determine. 


As ſoon as it was agreeable to 
her to come to herſelf, ſhe vowed 
in a faint voice, that the indecent 
and 
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an! vii- manner in which Sir Da- 
gobert had approachied her, had 
given her ſuch a ſhock, that ſhe 


would never ſce him more. In 
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| 1 | vain did the lady dowa er de la 
| $ . Zouch remonſtrate, that the fault 
10 (if any there were) lay in the 
| | courſer of Sir Dagobert, and not 
in the Knight himſelf, who burned Þ 
q for her with the pureſt and moſt N t 
delicate affection. As much in , b 


vain did the old counteſs of Tewkſ- 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 43 
rable virgin. As for the counteſs, 
who called on her in a day or two 
after, ſhe reaſoned with her in the 
following expreſſions, which I 
learnt from one of the waiting- 


1 women who had liſtened at the 


key-hole : Why, child, what is 
this. that I hear? The caſe, I 
grant, is new, but not too knotty 


to decide upon. Had Sir Dago- 
bert himſelf been the offender, far 
would it be from me to urge aught 
in his behalf; I would even be one 


of the foremoſt to reprobate his 


indecency. But when the offence 


is 
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is confined to the brute and dumb 
animal, on which at the time he 
was mounted, not friendſhip alone 
for the knight, but common juſ- 
tice and good-nature excite me to 
interfere, A fage and diſcreet 
maiden would have diſſembled on 
ſuch an occafion, would. have 
ſeemed to miſtake the ſound for 
the ſnorting only of the beaſt, or 
for the creaking of the timbers of 


which the ſcaffolds were com- 


poſed, or, in fine, for any noiſe 
but the one which was really ut- 
tered, This were true modeſty ; 

this 
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dis were the perfection, the ſub- 
limity of virgin excellence. On 
the other hand, what have you 
done? By your raſh and oſtenta- 
= tious exclamation, and by your 
XY ſwooning, (if ſwoon you did) you 
have betrayed to all the world 
& your comprehenſion of the fact, 
and given room to the envious and 
arcaſtic to aſſert, that you diſ- 


carded a valorous and deſerving 
knight, becauſe, forſooth, his 
courſer had broken wind at a tour- 
nament! Conſider alſo, child, 
(and between ourſelves J ſay it) 
that 
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45 ADVENTURES OF 
that you are now on the margin 
of forty, and that huſbands like 
Sir Dagobert, a ſenſible and ſteady 
knight, who hath travelled in the 
Holy Land, and feen the world, 


are not always to be eaſily ob- 
tained, 


Thus ſpake the wife counteſs of 


Tewkſbury. But her arguments 


proved ineffectual. For the more 


the ſubject was agitated, the more 


was this maiden provoked. From 
that day ſhe hath never gone within 
ſight of any courſer, leſt her ears 

ſhould 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 4 
ſhould be witneſs a ſecond time to 
ſuch an outrage, and the memory 
of that foul and inexpiable affront 
be renewed, to the torture of her 
mdignant boſom. 


But to return to my own ad- 

ventures. The beauty, the gentle- 

I | neſs, and the extenſive domains of 
4 the lady Iſabella had enticed many 
1 ſuitors to the caſtle. Many alſo, 
5 who durſt not avow their admira- 
L tion, endeavoured by ſecret means 
L to be admitted to her preſeace. A 
S tickliſh conjuncture for an uſher : 
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4 ADVENTURES OF 
corruption aſſaulted me on every 
fide. The wiſhes of the lady dow- 
ager were divided between the lord 
of Abergavenny, a youthful baron 
of great hopes, and Sir Stephen de 
Mountenay, a wealthy knight, of 
an ancient and illuſtrious family. 
The partiality of the lady Iſabella 
herſelf very forcibly leaned to the 
lord Abergavenny. As for me, I 
muſt confeſs that I was alſo of his 
party. For that baron ſeldom 
came to the caſtle, without pri- 
vately thruſting a noble into my 
hand; nor did he omit, in the 
1 preſence 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 4g 
preſence of my lady dowager, to 
launch forth in the praiſes of my 
cigour and ſolemnity. 


Theſe teſtimonies in my favour, 
together with the devout manner 
in which I demeaned myſelf at 
prayers, had exalted me in the 
opinion of the lady de la Zouch. 
A circumſtance ſoon after took 
place, which ſerved to ſhew how 
high I then ſtood in her eſteem. 
The lord baron of Abergavenny 
had preſſed her with much warmth 
for her deciſive conſent, with re- 
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3 ADVENTURES OF 
ſpe to his adoration for the 
beauteous Iſabella. To this ſhe 
had replied, that, however his 
high extraction and his perſonal 
worth might entitle him to wed 
the heireſs of the houſe of de la 
Zouch, yet one thing there indu- 
bitably was, without which he 
muſt in no wiſe expect to become 
her huſband. The piety of the 
times, ſhe faid, had now eſtabliſhed 
it into a cuſtom for the nobles and 
valiant knights of every nation in 
Chriſtendom to betake themſelves 
to the Holy Land, there to com- 
| plete 


JOHN OF GAUNT. gr 
plete- their knightly qualifications, 
and lay in a ſtock of genuine and 
ſound godlineſs, by viſiting the 
various ſcenes ſo renowned in ſa- 
cred ſtory. She added, that it had 
ever been her firm determination, 
that this ſhould be the grand and 


indiſpenſable requiſite towards ob- 


taining the hand and the inheritance 
of her daughter: that the lady Iſa- 
bella was youthful, and ſo was the 
lord Abergavenny, and that there- 
fore there was ſtill time ſufficient 


to ſpare for atchieving an exploit 
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2 ADVENTURES OF 
or two in the neighbourhood of 
Jeruſalem. 


The lord baron of Abergavenny, 
who was of a generous and noble, 
but impatient temper, and who 
little expected ſuch an obſtacle to 
his deſire, ſwore bluntly by our 
Lady of Walſingham“, that he 
would not go to the Holy Land ; 
that his godlineſs was already as 
genuine as it needed to be; that 


* There was a celebrated image of the 
Virgin at Walſingham, much reverenced, 
and reſorted to by pilgrims, 

| there 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 53 
there was glory enough to be had 
nearer home, a juſt ſhare of which 
he deſpaired not of acquiring ; and, 
in fine, that while he were prancing 
like a fool about Jeruſalem, ſome 
artful and perfidious rival might 
injure him in the affection of the 
lady Ifabella. Whereupon the in- 
cenſed dowager, who now con- 
fidered him as a profane fort of 
baron, forbade him to appear for 
the future at her caſtle; having 
firſt rebuked him for ſwearing by 
our bleſſed Lady of Walſingham. 
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54 ADVENTURES OF 

Shortly after this quarrel, I was 
ordered into her preſence. Jen- 
Lins, faid ſhe, fit down. 


Yes, my lady. 


Jenkins, from the decorum vi- 
ſtble in your demeanour, and your 
ſtrictneſs in what relates to the 
conduct of my daughter, I am 
juſtified in revealing my thoughts, 
and in repoſing a confidence in you. 
The lord of Abergavenny will not 
do for my daughter. He hath pe- 
remptorily refuſed to take a journey 


to 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 35 
to the Holy Land, (without which 
I deem the merits of a knight as 
incomplete) and hath ſhewn ſymp- 
toms of irreligion which deprive 
him of my eſteem. 


Yes, my lady. 


On the other hand, Sir Stephen 
de Mountenay is a knight of the 
molt finiſhed character and educa- 
tion. He is regular at Matins, 
(as the vicar informs me) and hath 


but one oath in the world, and 


that is * By the fiſt of Sampſon;” 
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56 ADVENTURES OF 

an oath which may be ſaid only to 
border on prophaneneſs, and which 
a timely lecture from me will era- 
dicate from his mind. 


Yes, my lady. 


He hath been once at Jeruſalem, 
and twice at Loretto; points 
which give him pre-eminence over 
many of his ſex. This, then, is 
the huſband whom I have deſ- 
tined for my daughter. And now, 
Jenkins, I charge you, on peril of 
forfeiting my favour for ever, to 


preſerve 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 57 
preſerve a rigid watch over the 
lady Iſabella, whom I ſuſpect of 
harbouring an obſtinate inclination 
for the graceleſs baron of Aberga- 
venny. Inſtill into her mind, as 
much as in you lies, proper no- 
tions of the maturity, ſolidity, and 
unqueſtionable advantages of that 
virtuous knight, Sir Stephen de 
Mountenay. Be vigilant, be ſe- 
vere; and turn a deaf ear to the 
ſolicitations of his rivals, more eſ- 
pecially of him who is the juſt 
object of my indignation, 
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58 ADVENTURES OF | 

She ended. I replied, by aſ- 
ſuring her of the moſt implicit 
devotion to her ſentiments and her 
views; praiſed her wiſdom in re- 
jecting, her ſeverity in reprimand- 
ing the lord baron of Abergavenny, 
and affected to behold Sir Stephen 
in the light of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed and moſt preferable of man- 
kind. Now, brother, ingenuouſly 
ſpeaking, I could not find in my 
breaſt a ſingle ſpark of attachment 
to Sir Stephen de Mountenay, tho 
he innocently ſwore but by the fiſt 


of Sampſon; for he was not in the 
habit 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 53 
habit of ſlipping nobles into my 
hand, after the manner of his mu- 
nificent adverſary : the ſole gratiſi- 

cation that I at any time received 
from him was, once, half an an- 
| gel » during the Whitſuntide ho- 
lidays. For this reaſon did I eſ- 
teem him to be an ineligible knight 
6 | to eſpouſe the lady Iſabella. 


—— 3 


2 


Moreover, be was an odd per- 
; Fon. Sir Stephen was in the thirty- 
" ſeventh year of his age, erect, ſtiff, 
ungraceful ; ſedate in his deport- 
»-- | ® Acoin worth ten ſhillings. 
3 D 6 ment, 
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6 ADVENTURES OF 
ment, wary in his converſation ; 
he had a calm fort of way with 
him that neither I nor the lady 
Ifabella could endure. Slow and 
meaſured was his utterance ; his 
words were well conſidered, ere 
he ſuffered them to eſcape the bar- 
rier of his lips. Now and then, 
of an evening, he would ride to 
the caſtle in his coat of mail, for 
the fake of variety, and becauſe it 
bore a gallant appearance. I had 
a cuſtom of fitting on the battle- 
ments in fair weather, from which 
J could deſcry Sir Stephen afar 
2 off, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 6: 
off. As ſoon as he was come 
within a certain diſtance, when 
he thought that none eſpied him, 
he would draw forth from under 
his ſaddle-bow a little woollen 
rag, wherewith he would duſt his 
armour very carefully. For he 
was marvellouſly attentive to the 
propriety of his wearables ; never 
did any one behold a ſpeck upon 
him, nor a plait nor a pucker in 
his raiment diſarranged. Every 
hair on his head knew its place, 
and obſerved the ſtricteſt diſcipline. 
Having made his armour ſhine, 

he 
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62 ADVENTURES OF 
he would wipe his hands leiſurely 


in the mane of his courſer ; then 
ſpur him, and advance in full trot 
to the caſtle, which. he entered 
with an important air, thundering 
over the draw-bridge and through 
the barbican; for he conſidered 
fome little noiſe to appertain unto. 
dignity. I never failed to warn 
my youthful lady of his approach, 
who often feigned a head-ach, 
tooth-ach, or other malady, fo 
long ere his arrival, that her ſick- 
neſs wore the moſt plauſible and 
unpremeditated air imaginable. 
Here 
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JOHN OF GAUNT, 


Here the lord duke of Landaſter 
thought it prudent to leave off. 
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THE illuſtrious hiſtorian, 
at the next viſit, proceeded with 


the narrative of the ſecond uſher as 
follows: But the baron of Aber- 


2 © þ 
$*1 
3 8 £& 
> 8 Þ 
1 f 
243 £ 
4 Þ 
he 

b 3 8 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 65 
earneſtly (ſeconding his importu- 
nity with a handful of nobles) to 
ſuffer him to indite a letter to the 
lady Ifabella, and even to be the 
: bearer of the fame, that my breaſt 
| was not proof againſt his ſeducing 
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behaviour, and my rigour and in- 
tegrity at length forſook me. It 
was agreed on between us, that he 
| ſhould depoſit his epiſtle in the 
Y hollow of an old oak, by which I 
was wont to paſs, when attending 
on horſeback the lady Iſabella. 
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Here the ſunſhine of my good 
fortune 
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6 ADVENTURES OF 

fortune was again obſcured by a 
ſudden cloud of adverfity. There 
was in the caſtle a damſel, diſ- 


agreeable in perſon, mind and 


manners, who waited on the faſter 


of my lady dowager, and who, 
from time to time, had made nu- 
merous advances towards inſpiring 
me with the paſſion which flamed 
in her own boſom ; ſuch as neatly 
coughing, and crying ehem / as 
ſhe paſſed my chamber door in her 
excurſions from the garret, or by 
quivering a ſtanza of ſome ballad 
about blithe Colin,” beginning 


1 


err 


8 18806 898 


— 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 67 
in a low key at the ſummit of the 
ſtaircaſe, and ſwelling her notes 
gradually as ſhe drew near my 
apartment. 


* 


But quivering and neat cough- 
ing were thrown away on me: I 
made no rapturous returns to theſe 
endearments. Rage, therefore, and 
the thirſt of revenge, ſucceeded to 
that tenderneſs which had firſt 
warmed her breaſt : ere long an 
opportunity of gratifying it was 
preſented. For, as I was giving 
the love-letter to the lady Iſabella 
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68 ADVENTURES OF 

in the garden, which I deemed to 
be ſufficiently remote from view, 
this vindictive ugly one eſpied me 
through a ſpike-hole from one of 
the high towers, and incontinently 
acquainted her maiden miſtreſs 
with my treachery. Whereupon 
the lady dowager and her ſiſter, by 
a ſecret paſſage which led into the 
garden, ſtole unperceived to where 
the lady Iſabella fat peruſing in an 
arbour the delicious epiſtle of the 
lord Abergavenny, her faithful and 
reſpectful uſher waiting very near 
at hand. On a ſudden our ene- 
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JOHN OF GAUNT: 6g 
mies appear; the fatal letter is 
ſeized, the undeniable evidence of 
corruption in me, of obſtinacy in 
the lady Iſabella, of diſobedience 
in us both. The aunt, in a tone 
of mockery, read the exordium of 
it aloud, High born and peerleſs 
beauty, though the iron-bearted 


fates have exiled me from your 


heavenly preſence—Yes, yes, cried 
the lady dowager, I gueſſed that it 
was ſome ſuch nonſenſical compo- 
ſition. [As rational an epiſtle, 
brother, as ever baron indited.] 
Come, high born and peerigſi 
beauty, 
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20 ADVENTURES OF 

beauty, ſaid the aunt with an in- 
ſulting air, give me leave to con- 
duct you to your chamber. 80 
ſaying, ſhe graſped the arm of the 
lady Ifabella, and led her towards 
the caſtle, ſqueezing back her 
ſhoulders, ever and anon, that it 
grieved my very heart to behold it. 
As for me, it was her advice that 
I ſhould be committed to the dun- 
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Accordingly my lady dowager 
gave directions to her retainers to 
Prepare for the execution of this 

inhuman | 
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inhuman ſentence. Meanwhile I 
was ſecured in my apartment, 
where I ſpent ſome hours in ago- 
nies, imagining every noiſe that I 
heard to be the playing of the 
ropes and pullies that were to con- 
vey me to my priſon. At length 
I was let down to the depth of 
many fathoms. When I reached 
the bottom, I threw myſelf on the 
pavement in deſpair, bemoaned my 
deſtiny, and curſed my conceited 
and aſpiring ſoul, that would not 
liſten to the counſel of the good 
doctor Abſalom, but would fain 
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2 ADVENTURES OP 
have it, forſooth, that I ſhould 
become an uſher. 


Weary, at laſt, with lamen- 
tation, I fat down upon fomething 
that I took to be a ſeat, with a 
view to meditate a penitential pe- 
tition to the lady dowager. Caſu- 
ally I laid my hand on it, when, 
to my infinite terror, I found that 
I was ſitting on a human ſkeleton. 
I ſtarted up forthwith, and trod on 
ſeveral bones, ſome long, ſome 
ſhort, ſome globular, which I 
concluded to be the ſkulls and 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 53 
other relicks of unhappy perſons, 
who had periſhed in this horrid 
pit during the civil commotions 
between King Henry the Third 
and Simon de Mountfort earl of 
Leiceſter. For I had heard talk, 


in the family, of ſuch diſaſters. 


Ere long the trap-door was 


lifted, and my ſupper ſent down in 


a large wooden platter, in the 
middle of which ſtuck a candle, 
that at once ſerved to enable me to 
ſee what I had to eat, and the 
horrors of the abyſs in which I 
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-4 ADVENTURES or 


was a priſoner. I cried out to the 
perſon above, for the love of St. 
Nicholas, to throw me down ſome 


cil in my pocket. Happily he 
heard my voice, and complied 
with my deſire. When I had 


finiſhed my repaſt, (for I had not 


| loſt my appetite as well as my li- 


berty) I proceeded to draw up a 
contrite and moving memorial to 
the lady dowager, bewailing my 
own iniquity, and craving her 
high clemency. I likewiſe ſug- 
geſted that my life was in danger, 
from 
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from my apprehenſion of ſpirits 
and diſmal goblins, for which, 
from my childhood upwards . 
had been exceedingly remarkable. 
In the morning I fent up my 


paper, in the returned platter 


which had brought me my break- 
faſt. 


My lady had compaſſion on me : 
ſhe forgave any thing but ſwearing. 


I was therefore wound up, and 
reinſtated in my function, with a 
denunciation, nevertheleſs, that, 
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-6 ADVENTURES OF 


on my next miſdemeanour, I ſhould 
be baniſhed from the caſtle for ever. 


Theſe ſufferings, this forgive- 
neſs, even this denunciation had 
not power to reſtrain me, where a 
hacrative temptation was held be- 
fore my eyes. No anſwer had yet 
been ſent to the letter of the lord 
Abergavenny. It was neceſſary, 
then, that ſome confidential per- 
ſon ſhould be employed as the meſ- 
ſenger on this perilous occaſion. 
My known attachment to her lover 
had determined the lady Ifabel to 
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make choice of me. Giving me 
her purſe, therefore, which was 
ſufficiently weighty, and an epiſtle 
genteelly folded, and genteelly 
ſealed, and ſmelling ſweet of am- 
bergris, Jenkins, faid ſhe, with 


tears in her beauteous eyes, invent 


ſome certain means of delivering 
this letter to the lord baron of 
Abergavenny. I was affected by 
her forrow, and, although I loved 
money for my labours, could have 
willingly embarked in this affair, 
even had I not received a fin- 
gle noble from the damſel. Ac- 
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738 ADVENTURES OF 

cordingly, I ſet out one evening 
about twilight, my lady dowager 
and her ſiſter being at prayers, and 
took the road to the caſtle of the 
lord Abergavenny, which was not 


many miles from our own. 


IT will confeſs that I journeyed 


the more cheerfully on this errand, - 


from an intention of acquainting 
that worthy-minded baron with 
the woes I had experienced, while 
endcavouring to befriend him ; nor 
doubting I ſhould be plentifully 
comforted with nobles. I was oc- 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 79 
cupied on the way in preparing a 
moſt eloquent deſcription of my late 
miſeries, which I meant to recite to 


him at the proper time and place. 


I was wrapped in theſe golden 
meditations, when, on a ſudden, 
a crew of caitiffs ruſhed forth from 


| behind a hedge, in a narrow lane 


near the caſtle of the lord Aberga- 


venny. This is he, cried one of 
them ; I know him by his ſtaff of 


ebony. This faid, they fell upon 
me, pulled .me off my palfrey, 
gagged me, rifled me, and beat 
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90 ADVENTURES OF 
me moſt ſeverely. I gueſſed, by 
the voice of one of them, that 
theſe were ſome retainers to Sir 
Stephen de Mountenay. That 
knight had long ſuſpected me of 
being in the intereſts of his rival, 
and, doubtleſs, had enjoined his 
followers to be obſervant of all my 
motions. Theſe then had dogged 
me from the caſtle of the lady 
dowager. When they had beat 
me to the fulneſs of their defire, 
they threw me athwart a horſe 
that was grazing by the road fide, 
(my palfrey being ſeized on as 
ſpoil) 
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JOHN OF G AUNT. 8, 
ſpoil) and tied my hands and feet 
faſt together beneath his belly; 
inſomuch that I formed a complete 
circle in that poſition. They then 
whipped the beaſt, who, frighted 
as well at his unuſual burthen, as 
at their laſhing, trotted violently 
with me through mire, and under- 
wood, and water, and furze ; that, 
I vow to the very heavens, I was 
near yielding up the ghoſt. 


At length we reached a mill 


upon the banks of a river. Here 


dwelt the owner of the horſe, who 
E 5 was 
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0 was a miller by trade, and who, l 
8 "I beholding his beaſt in that con- | 
124 dition, ran forth with great fury, 

* and a great club, and beat me 

577 moſt unmercifully for being upon — 
. 


his horſe; not conſidering, from 
my plight, that it could be no 
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156 fault of. mine. As ſoon as he 
1 ceaſed afflicting me, I implored 


* 


him, for the ſake of all the ſaints 


| | in Heaven, to unlooſe my hands 
ö * and feet, for that, what with my 
1 uneaſy poſture, the motion of the 
animal, the mud and the briars we 


had pervaded, and the two ſeveral 
beatings 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 83 
beatings which I had ſuffered, I 
verily conjectured that I had but 
little time to live. 


In the end, the miller diſengaged 
me from his horſe, aſking me, in 
the name of all the devils in pur- 
gatory, who or what had brought 
me into ſuch an odd caſe ; infiſt- 
ing, moreover, that I ſhould pay 
him for my having frightened and 
endamaged his poor beaſt. For 
this purpoſe he rummaged my ap- 
parel ; but finding nothing there 
to gratify his avidity, (for the cai- 
E 6 tiffs 
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tiffs had pillaged me of all my 
nobles, and even of the love-letter 
of the lady Iſabella) he vowed to 
the Holy Virgin that he would 
duck me in the mill-pond. Alarm- 
ed at this menace, I fell upon my 
knees, and beſought him with tears 
in my eyes to have mercy on a 
wretched uſher, who had been 
robbed and mal-treated, and tied 
upon a horſe, by ruffians of deſpe- 
rate intention, and rather to be- 
think him of procuring me a prieſt, 
for that my ſinful and unlucky ſoul 
was about to depart my body. 
Where- 


85 
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me remove from his dwelling with- 


out delay. 
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next 


Here the duke roſe up to 
promiſing the earl of Marche that 


he would conclude, at thei 
meeting, the hiſtory of this un- 


happy uſher. 


VISIT 
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which 
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TE 
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THE noble Mortimer 
was already impatient, when the 


duke of Lancaſter approached his 


VISIT XVI 
bedfide, and, ſeating himſelf there- 


on, thus continued his 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. #7 
which bordered on the public way, 
and there laid me down to deplore 


this new diſaſter. The noiſe of 


horſemen ſoon after aſſailed mine 
ears: I trembled left they ſhould 
prove to be a ſecond gang of cai- 
tiffs. They enquired, as they 
came up to me, what buſineſs I 
had there. I made anſwer, that I 
was a miſerable traveller whom 
robbers had inhumanly deſpoiled 
and beaten. No ſooner had I ut- 
tered theſe words, than one of the 
horſemen exclaimed, Holy Fran- 
cis! can this be uſher Jenkins? 

The 
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The fame, cried I, rejoiced to find 
a perſon that knew me. Now 
this was a retainer of the lord 
Abergavenny, who, with his com- 
rades, was repairing to the caſtle, 
He took me up behind him, and 
profeſſed himſelf grieved for my 
misfortunes. 


When we arrived at the caſtle, 


IT was brought before my lord, 
who was overjoyed to fee me, ex- 
pecting that I bore tidings of the 
lady Ifabella. But when he heard 
the fad hiſtory of my fortune, and 

that 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 89 
that the letter, the dear letter, had 
been thieviſhly taken from me, he 
raved for defpair and vexation, and 
ſwore by every faint, both male 
and female, that he would ſpeedily 
take vengeance on Sir Stephen de 
Mountenay. With this, he gave 
me a handful of nobles, and or- 
dered me ſome buttered Canary. 
Reſtored by this invigorating beve- 
rage, I detailed to my lord the ſuf- 
ferings which I had experienced in 
the dungeon. Alack ! honeſt Jen- 
kins, faid he, thou haſt been ſcur- 
vily treated for thy attachment to 


4 | my 
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my intereſts. But thou ſhalt have 
an honourable recompence. The 
vicar of the next pariſh will die in 
about a month : get thee into or- 
ders, firrah !—thou ſhalt have the 
benefice. This faid, he fcribbled 
a few lines ; take theſe, he cried, 
to my good lord the biſhop; at 
my requeſt he will not heſitate to 
ordain thee. 


I threw myſelf at the feet of 
the lord Abergavenny, weak and 
weary as I was, and in lively lan- 
guage teſtified my gratitude and 
content. 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. gr 
content. I flept but a little that 
night; partly from the pains in 
my limbs, and partly from think- 
ing on my approaching preferment. 
Get thee into orders, firrah,” 
whiſpered I: O comfortable call- 
ing! O foft aſylum! Little had 
I read in Bafil, or Tertullian, 
Auſtin, Irenzus, Saint Jerom, and 
the reſt. Nevertheleſs, faid I, the 
biſhop will not refuſe the lord 
Abergavenny. After this ſolilo- 
quy, I had a few flying viſions of 
coffins, burials, marriage fees, and 
chriſtenings ; tythes, obventions, 

oblations, 
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oblations, and the like ; all which 
ſucceſſively had poſſeſſion of my 
brain, till the rays of the riſing 
ſun, as if envious of my pleaſure, 
played upon my eye-lids, and 


awoke me. 


I aroſe, and put on my gar- 
ments, and, though my bones 
ached prodigiouſſy, ſet out with 
all ſpeed for the palace of the lord 
biſhop. On my arrival, I was 
immediately admitted, and found 
the good prelate at breakfaſt. He 
received me with a mild air; he 


Was 
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JOHN OF GAUNT: gz 
was neither proud nor overbearing, 
though of a dignified preſence and 
an illuſtrious genealogy. Having 
cauſed me to eat my breakfaſt, he 
peruſed the billet of the lord Aber- 
gavenny. He then muſed a little, 
and interrogated me touching my 
progreſs at the Univerſity. I made 
him ſuch anſwers as redounded to 
my own honour, was ſilent with re- 
ſpect to my uſherſhip, but laid a 
mighty ſtreſs on my having been 


employed with great applauſe in 


the tuition of youth, which I 
deemed 
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„4 ADVENTURES or 
deemed might induce him to en- 
truſt me with the cure of ſouls. 


Our repaſt concluded, he called 
for a volume of the fathers, (here, 
brother, I began to tremble) and, 
turning to a paſſage of Saint Au- 
guſtine, requeſted that I would 
put it into Engliſh, I opened my 
lips, as if about to conſtrue, then 
ſhut them, and drew my chair 
nearer to the table; then opened 
them again, (making as if I cough- 
ed to diſembarras my utterance) 
then ſhut them again, all the while 

looking 
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looking earneſtly at the words of 
Saint Auguſtine. The good-na- 
tured dignitary, ſenſible, from my 
mode of coughing, that it would 
be in vain to diſtreſs me any fur- 
ther with the fathers, humanely 
cloſed the book, and relieved me 


from a dilemma of the moſt excru- 
ciating nature, 


He next made experiment of my 
Greek, attacking me in the New 
Teſtament. Here I made ſhift to 
toil through a few verſes, his lord- 
ſhip correcting me for ſaying bull 

2 | Inſtead 


gs ADVENTURES OF 
inſtead of whole, Holly for holy, 


aunly for only, auver for over, pint 
for point, jine for join, the Lurd 
for the Lord, and outority inſtead 
of authority. For, beſides my 
native impropriety of pronuncia- 
tion, I had contracted a filly habit 
of ſaying zine, pint, bull, and ou- 
tority, from certain of my ſupe- 
riors at college, whom I, and ſome 
others, had conſidered it as genteel 
and profitable to imitate. He alſo 
conjured me to avoid mumbling, 
ſnuffling, and chattering the church 
ſervice, faults of which, ſaid he, 

; the 


thi 
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the miniſters of the Holy Goſpel 
are not always entirely guiltleſs. 
He likewiſe cautioned me againſt 
looking at the ladies, and at per- 
fons of quality, and to remember 
that, in ſaying maſs, it was the 
Powers of Heaven only I was ad- 
dreſſing. He even admonithed me 
to beware of a monotonous and 
doleful voice, which, 1:13 he, (eſ- 
pecially of a gloon:y 017, or on a 
Sunday eveninn winter) is apt 
to make religion iccm uncheerful 
to the laity, and to beget inatten- 
tion or ſomnolency in the hearers, 

Vol. II. F or, 
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or, what is ſtill worſe, an impa- 


tience to go home, 


The prelate then aſked me, ac- 
cording to form, whether I felt a 
ſerizus call to the ſacerdotal pro- 
feſſion? O yes, my lord, replied 
I; eſteeming it to be a call ſuf- 
ficiently ſerious, that I had a near 
proſpect of an excellent benefice. 
Whereupon I received ordination. 
As I was about to quit the room, 
there entered a venerable prieſt, 
whoſe very aſpect would have per- 
ſuaded one to devotion and virtue. 

He 
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He had officiated as curate of a 
neighbouring pariſh for eight and 
forty years, with unblemiſhed ſanc- 
tity, and at the moderate ſtipend of 
ten pounds per annum; out of 
which he had ſupported nine 
grand-children, and even contrived 
to give alms! He was come to 
thank the biſhop for ſurprizing 


him with the living, the incum- 


bent of which was no more, and 
for which he himſelf had had too 
little intereſt, and too much mo- 
deſty to make any application. 
Ah! faid I in my heart, a little 

10 more 


= 


3. 
"1 
. 
4 


— 


-” - — a 4 2 - * 
TO HT os © _ 
„ » . Ss 3 = wy 
4 * o 
ll = 4 b 8 * * 6 Py 18 * 
* * 
* 1 D 
, N * * 4- ET 
* o — . - 
V oy 
— « * —S * 
r 10 — »5 
1 4 2 * * * CT rw 
* - ” 2 — = 
* - = * : o - EWA. 4 — 
— . 


4.4 


10 ADVENTURES OF 
more of this, and God will forgive 
your lordſhip the ordaining ſuch as 


I am. As I was going down 


ſtairs, the biſhop, leaning over the 
baniſter, reminded me once more 
of hull, holly, pint, jine, outority, 
and the Lurd. I aſſured him that I 
would gratefully remember his ad- 


monition, 


My next ſolicitude was to have 

a conference with the ſexton of my 
future pariſh, to the end that I 
might ſound him with reſpect to 
the imbecillity of the preſent poſ- 
ſeſſor. 


biſh 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 101 
ſeſſor. With this view I treated 
him to a pottle of fack : but con- 
ceive, brother, my chagrin, when 
the ſexton ejaculated, Lord have 
mercy on thee! it was only a 
ſtroke of the palſy ; he is likely to 
rub on theſe twenty years. What 
then, faid I when he was gone, 
have I raſhly hurried into orders, 
and abandoned my uſherly voca- 
tion, to wait a ſcore of years for ſo 
precarious a proviſion? I curſed 
my noble patron for having ſent 
me of ſuch an errand, and the 
biſhop for politely ordaining me; 

F 2 and, 
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and, hearing that an uſher was 
wanted in a wealthy family not far 
from that neighbourhood, I turned 
my back for the ſecond time on 
the altar, and ſet out to offer my 


ſervices elſewhere. 


The family to which I applied 
conſiſted of an aged knight and his 
aged lady, and one only grand- 
daughter, a bold little girl, who 
was to have an immenſity of mo- 
ney. The terms were to my 
liking, and I ſtraightway took 
charge of the damſel. But the 


very 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 103 
very firſt day that I attended her 
on horſeback, (we were going on 
a viſit to her god-mother in the 
dog-days) we, in paſſing through 
this foreſt, underwent the ſame 
deception and captivity that you 
did. 


Thus, my lord of Marche, 
continued the duke of Lancaſter, 
did I barter my repoſe for the hiſ- 
tory of theſe two uſhers. They, 
notwithſtanding their reſpective 
miſeries, ſoon after fell aſleep, and 
ſaored, till both cabins re-echoed. 
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104 ADVENTURES OF 


Having dozed for an hour and a 


half, I walke4 forth to inhale the 
pleaſant air of the morning, and to 


fee if my valiant brothers, and the 
reſt of my companions, were a- 


wake. 


The duke now concluded his 


viſit, and, having ſhaken earl 
Mortimer by thg hand, adjourned 
this heroic ſtory to the following 
day. 


VISIT 


ol 
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he 
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VISIT V. 


I FOUND the prince 
of Wales, faid John of Gaunt at 
the next viſit, at his cabin door, 
converſing with Geoffrey Chaucer. 
He looked grave and merry by 
turns, according as our impriſon- 
ment, ſo difgracetul to knightly 
honour, or the ſingularity of things 
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around us, was preſented to his 
mind. Soon after, we were joined 
by the dukes of York and Glouceſ- 
ter, with Owen Glendower, and 


the lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne, 


We entered the cabin, and fate 
down, filent, and viewing one 
another; each expecting that ſome 
one would ſpeak out, and take no- 
tice of our preſent extraordinary 
ſituation. At length the Prince of 
Wales, (having firſt inſpected the 
partitions, and bolted the door) 
broke ſilence, and accoſted us as 

follows: 


to 


S 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 107 
follows: Companions, warriors, 
in this unheard of, this ludicrous, 
this vexatious turn of fortune, it 
becomes us to conſider whether we 
ſhall waſte our days in idleneſs and 
ſenſuality, ſlaves to the domination 
of an outlaw and his Myrmidons, 
or make ſome timely effort, befit- 
ting knights to make, in order 
that we may relieve ourſelves from 
ſo inglorious a condition. The 
tournament of Carnarvon is at 
hand : ſhall we ſuffer it to be faid 
hereaſter, that the cauſe why Ed- 


ward and his companions were not 
F 6 there, 
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108 ADVENTURES OF 
there, was that—I will not men- 
tion it—1 know your hearts, my 
lords, and will anſwer for you all 
No—No. This point then diſ- 
poſed of, it behoves us to conſult 
by what means we may not only 
accompliſh our own freedom, but 
beſtow the boon of freedom upon 
others. Without arms, we are as 
men of lath amidit this multitude. 
The queſtion then occurs, Where 
are the arms laid up? in the pa- 
vilion of the patriarch ? or in the 
cabins of the caitiffs ? or in ſome 
ſubtertaneous repoſitory ? Be it 
2 therefore 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 169 
therefore our firſt care to diſcover, 
if poſſible, in what receſs our wea- 
pons are concealed. Theſe once 
regained, (and grant, ye heavenly 
powers, that we may regain them) 
your valour, noble warriors, wall, 
I truſt, procure you liberty. 


So ſpake the Prince of Wales. 
Your wiſhes, royal brother, re- 
plied I, correſpond with mine, 
and, I dare affirm, with the wiſhes 
of all who hear me. Let us, 
then, this very day make ſome at- 
tempt towards the diſcovery. This 

Raymond 
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16 ADVENTURES OF 

Raymond (who, in my opinion, 
is an impudent and felonious cai- 
tiff; for ſhall he preſume to treſ- 
paſs on the liberty of travellers, for 
the ſole end of gratifying his un- 
tameable thirſt of pleaſure ?) this 
caitiff, I fay, hath not yet led us 
round the circuit of his domains, 
nor diſplayed to us the beauties of 
his ſylvan kingdom. It may not 
prove inexpedient to entice him to 
conduct us through all the ſeveral 
diviſions, in order that, by obſerv- 
ing his countenance and demean- 
our, his uncafineſs, or his uncon- 


Cern, 


Cer 


di 
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cern, we may form ſome conjec- 
ture of what he would have us 
know, and of what he would con- 
ceal from us. For, my lords, if 
there be within theſe precincts any 
certain ſpot which he betrays an 


unwillingneſs to ſuffer us to in- 


ſpect, that ſame, I hold it, is the 


place of arms. 


I ceaſed, and Chaucer imme- 
diately thus addreſſed us: Illuſtri- 
ous princes, what my lord of Lan- 
caſter hath now offered to your 
minds, is a prudent preparation 

which 
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which we cannot but commend. 
As we are all joined in one com- 
mon lot of captivity, I may hope 
that a ſuggeſtion, even from me, 
will obtain a favourable hearing. 
[Speak, ſpeak, cried we all.] By 
the information of a robber who 
fate next to me laſt night, I under- 
ſtand that this day is to be ſolem- 
nized amongſt them with more 
than ordinary feſtivity. It is the 
birth-day of the patriarch. We 
may juſtly conclude, then, that 
inebriety will encroach on their 


accuſtomed vigilance, and render 


al 


an e 
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an eſcape more practicable. And 
though I cannot but admire and 
applaud the heroic ſpirit with 
which the prince propoſes to effect 
our liberation by force of arms, I 
muſt nevertheleſs remark that, 
as we entered without bloodſhed, 
without bloodſhed we ſhould de- 
part. For who, illuſtrious lords, 
can take upon him to ſay, that 
carnage would not enſue, of the 


innocent as well as of the guilty ? 
In ſuch a ſcene of uproar and noc- 
turnal confuſion, the aged and the 
helpleſs, monks, uſhers, damſels, 

might 
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14 ADVENTURES OF | 
might be facrificed to the reſent- 

ment, the apprehenſions, the de- 
ſpair of theſe malefactors. Shall 
we hazard the lives of the unarmed, 
while fighting for our liberty ſword 
and lance in hand? By cunning 
were we captured, by cunning let 
us ſcek deliverance. The ſame 
ſleep- creating liquor that deceived 
ourſelves will, doubtleſs, produce 
the like conſequence in others. It 
remains, therefore, to explore where 
that important liquor lies: and 
this, illuſtrious lords, with your 
conſent and approbation, and with 


ſome 
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ſome good ſaint or angel for my 


protector, I myſelf will endeavour 


to perform. The mode and means 
employed muſt depend upon con- 
junctures. Should ſucceſs attend 
the effort, the empire of the arch- 
caitiff will vaniſh as a dream, our 
enemies will find themſelves in the 
fame defenceleſs ſtate, in which 
they took us captive, and muſt, 
without a blow, ſubmit to ſuch 
conditions as my lord the Prince 
of Wales may deem expedient to 
preſcribe to them. 


Theſe 
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Theſe were the ſentiments of 
Chaucer, and to theſe we unani- 
mouſly agreed. And now notice 
being ſent round that breakfaſt was 
prepared, we broke up the coun- 
cil, and proceeded to the grand 
pavilion. We found there the 
ſame company that we had ſeen 
the day before. Many compli- 
ments were paid the patriarch on 
this happy anniverſary : the ladies 
congratulated him on his wondrous 
good looks, {they owed him this 
adulation) the men on his firm 
tread, his ſtrong voice, and his 


vic 


vi 


OT 
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victorious conſtitution, Mean- 
while a crew of caitiffs, aſſembled 
on the lawn, cried, Long live 
Raymond of the buſhy beard! 
Raymond for ever huzza! In 
fine, it was a court-day at the pa- 
vilion. The peculiar attributes of 
each individual were again exhi- 
bited with additional energy. The 
lady Hermundura ſwaggered and 
talked loud; the lady Barbarina 
tittered moſt bewitchingly ; Sir 
Hubert ſucceeded, beyond his 


wiſhes, in aſſurance; Sir Hum- 


phrey de Waverley was more un- 
affected 
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118 ADVENTURES Ob 
affected than ever, friar Matthew 
more correct of ſpeech, Sir Mar- 


maduke more ſtrong, and proper 
in his limbs, the ſquire more 
knowing in the ways of men, 
more replete with anecdotes, more 
affectionate to his books, more 
hoſtile to good ſenſe, and more 
diſdainful of Chriſtianity. I knew 
alſo the ladies Philippa and Flo- 
rinda, by the deſcription of uſher 
Simeon, and the bold little girl of 
whom Jenkins had the care. 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 119 
We were exceedingly merry du- 
ring the whole time of breakfaſt, 
The ladies ate very heartily, and 
liſtened to our commendations with 
the utmoſt good-humour. No 
accident intervened, fave that Sir 
Humphrey de Waverley, in help- 
ing himſelf unaſſumingly to a piece 
of beef-kidney, let it fall on the 
attire of the ancient maiden, (of 
whoſe vocal merits I have ſpoken 
in a former viſit) who, incenſed 
thereat, gave him a box on the 
right car, with the report of which 
verily the pavilion reſounded. 
This, 
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azo ADVENTURES OF 
This, and the overturning a pit- 
cher of ſpiced ale by the elbow of 
friar Matthew, while he was en- 
deavouring to addreſs, with the 
moſt grammatical precifion, the 
fair lady Florinda, were all that 
happened worthy of the notice of 
an hiſtorian. 


Scarce had we concluded our 
repaſt, and taken a turn in the 
hall, when tidings were brought 
in that Mirandora the delightful 
and her female companions, who 
were out warbling pretty early, 

had 


mu 


JOHN OF GAUNT. un 
had trepanned a pilgrim that was 
paſſing through the foreſt. An 
univerſal joy pervaded our commu- 
nity, who longed for ſome relation 
of adventures in foreign lands. 
The patriarch gave orders that he 
ſhould be conducted to the pa- 
vilion. The pilgrim ſoon made 
his appearance: he was a man of 
a good extenor, and about thirty 
vears old. He ſeemed, at firſt, 
much to admire at the aſſembly 
which ſurrounded him ; but after- 
wards demeaned himſelf with an 
uniform compoſure. The pa- 

Vor. Il, 6 triarch 


hy 7 nd | l 
- 1 
le : 
7 1 
\ : 4 
7 Px 
* 
1 4 
"183 
"© 
— 


8 
= 
74 
— To ar — 


2 
—— 


— 
* 
— 


A 
T : bo .- WY 


— 
e 


* ' * b : 
=. 1 * xz £4 — a £* | 
4 Ota 
> 
8 


wo 
a 
— 
— 


. . Dax. 
$ *. 
= = 4 
- n 
1 — 9 "ys 
- » 4 . 
4 


8 W „ e 
** 
78 * 
Ix : . v 3 * 7 N 
eee 


122 ADVENTURES OF 


triarch welcomed him with his fort 
zuſual good-breeding, and acquaint- wha 
ed him in few words with the in- in 1 
ſtitutions of the ſociety : to all to 
which the pilgrim replied with grac 
| becoming courteſy, kni, 
1% The day appearing cloudy, and ars 
| . threatening wet weather, a large 
15 fire was lighted in the centre of To 
the hall, around which we gather- = | 
ed ina pleaſing intermixture, com- ſucl 
poſing at once an ample and mot- 
ley circumference. The ſtranger [ 
took his ſeat by the patriarch, who cou 
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JOHN OF GAUN T. 123 
forthwith beſought him to recount 
what adventures had befallen him 
in the courſe of his pilgrimage; 
to which the former, bowing 
gracefully, aſſented. And now 
Enights, robbers, princes, uſhers, 
damſels, dames,. and reverend fri- 


ars obſerved a mute attention: 


Conticuere omnes, intentique ora tenebant, 


as a Roman poet faith, on ſome 


ſuch great occaſion : 


I was born, fays he, in the 
county palatine of Cheſhire, At 
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124 ADVENTURES OF 
the deceaſe of my father, who was 
a ſquire of ſome opulence, I united 
my patrimony to that of my only 
brother, removing with him to 
Cheſter ; where we both became 
traders in Flemiſh and Spaniſh 
merchandize. My brother, ſome 
two years ago, in voyaging to the 
weſtern coaſt of Spain, was over- 
taken by a tempeſt, which raging 
with tremendous violence, he vow- 
ed, that if he ſurvived the great 
peril which then threatened him, 
he would undertake a pilgrimage 
to Saint Jago de Compoſtella. The 
= ſaint 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 125 
faint heard his prayers: my bro- 
ther was not ſhipwrecked, On his 
return to England, he informed 
me of his vow, and, being occu- 
pied with the cares of a family, 
beſought me, who was unmarried, 
to repair to the ſhrine at Compoſ- 
tella in his ſtead. With this re- 
queſt I readily complied, partly 
out of love to my brother, and 
partly from a deſire to travel. I 
arrayed myſelf in the weeds of a 
pilgrim, and, as my intention was 
to paſs through France, took the 
road directly for Dover. No oc- 
"EW currence 
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126 ADVENTURES OF 


currence of any moment preſented 


itſelf on the way. I arrived at 
Dover in fatety and with delight, 


and, the wind blowing fair for 


Calais, embarked on board a veſſel 
that was already hoiſting anchor. 
At Calais I looked around me for 
a little while; then purſued my 
journey towards the ſouthern part 
of the kingdom, after the cuſtom- 


ary manner of pilgrims. 


Hitherto peace and entertain- 
ment had attended me. But, juſt 


as I entered the great paſs of the 
Pyrenees, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 127 

Pyrenees, an adventure befell me 
which was ſomewhat extraordinary. 
When the ſun had forſaken the fir- 
mament, and the dubious twilight 
warned the weary traveller to ſeek 
a refuge, I deſcried in a ſequeſtered 
glen a lonely manſion, to which I 
turned my ſteps, in the earneſt 
hope of finding there an aſylum for 
the night. Having arrived at the 
"gate, I knocked gently with my 
ſtaff, but received no anſwer. 
Soon after I knocked again : at 
length a caſement was opened 
above, and a veſſel of foul water 
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118 ADVENTURES OF 
diſcharged upon my head. The 
caſement was then cloſed, and no 
further notice taken of me. 


Enraged at this indignity, I 
went round the houſe, and, per- 
ceiving in one of the windows a 
pale and glimmering light, which 


however diſcovered to me an old 


man, who was reading with deep out 
attention a book of wonderous ſize, me 
I elevated my voice, and demanded ou 


the reaſon of ſuch injurious treat- 
ment to an inoffenfive traveller. 
At the noiſe, the old man aroſe, 


and 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 129 
and opened the caſement ; then, 
booking down, cried, Depart, in 
the name of Heaven, and think no 
more about it. Having thus ſpo- 
ken, he ſhut the window. At 
ſome paces further I diſcerned an- 
other light, by which fate a dam- 
ſel ſpinning. I approached it, ſtill 
complaining in a loud tone of the 
outrage that had been offered to 
me. The damſel forthwith looked 
out, and, perceiving me below, 
cried, Depart, in the name of 
Heaven, and think no more about 
it, 
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130 ADVENTURES OF 
You will judge that I was ſur- 
prized at receiving the fame an- 
ſwer, in words exactly the ſame, from 
theſe two different perſons. Never- 
theleſs I explored another quarter 
of the building, and knocked at a 
little door, through the key-hole 
of which a voice repeated the ſelĩ- 
ſame expreſſions that I had heard 
Fatigued, diſap- 
pointed, incenſed, aſtoniſhed, I 
withdrew to a neighbouring foreſt, 


twice before. 


where with a flint and ſteel I fired: 
ſome withered leaves and looſe 


ſticks, by the blaze of which I 


ied. 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 141 
dried mydripping hat and garments. 
This done, I crept into the hol- 
low of a tree, and recommended 
myſelf to God and Saint Jago. 


Sleep viſited me not. I ſpent 
the night in pondering on this 
ſtrange adventure, and in endea- 
vouring to account for the cauſe 
of ſuch inhumanity. In vain: 
the ſhades of night departed, and 
day ſtole upon me in the midſt of 
my meditations. I then purſued 
my journey, and reached, ere long, 
a village which lay in a romantic 
G 6 ſpot 
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ſpot amongſt the mountains. Here 
hoſpitality, though humble was 
her fare, received me with a cheer- 
ful and charitable countenance. I 
neglected not to enquire of the in- 


habitants concerning the manſion 


where I had ſuffered ſuch indignity. 
But all that I could learn was, 
that it belonged to an aged baron, 
and that for a length of time it had 
been invariably the cuſtom to treat 
in the ſame ſingular and unchriſ- 
tianlike manner all travellers who 
ſought for admiſſion. 


My 
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My curiofity was the more in- 
flamed to know to what circum- 
ſtance this cuſtom owed its origin, 
and I was reſolved on gratifying it, 
at the riſk even of my life. Ac- 
cordingly I depoſited my garb of 
pilgrimage with a pious peaſant, 
who had received me for the love 
of Chriſt, and borrowed a coat of 
mail, in which having clad my- 
felf, I repaired, with a truſty faul- 
chion at my fide, to the inauſpi- 
cious manſion of that aged baron. 
I waited in the foreſt for the arri- 
val of darkneſs, then drew to- 
wards 


. * 
erer 
1 4 
# "7x; 
4 "24x ol 
l 
X * 


—— — — 


8 . 
or | . 1 
51 4. 
v, : 14 
X : MX 
* qi ** 
— 
* 0 '4 
88x — 
nan ms ws = 
ETOEE EET 
E. * 
8 


- 
vn + 
enn 
"1 — 
* # a ao 
. 
4 - 
«<= 
1% 
"2 


7 


TIS. 
15 


LY - 
= 
_ : : * da "© A 7 5 * 4 ; : 7 
. 30 IX oF )- — = 


— — 


$334 <o, 
S % of 9 


* an” 
> 7 
3 hes 4* 
. _— 
— 
1 — 
— 


— 


8 Fa: wo 
: NT IT IT 
332 - and a Y -- — n - 


- — — 
a ® E 
8 
- — 
%% = 
- © 
0 4 = 
— * K « 
* 4 4B 4s 


4 
— 
* 

= - 


8 "Wm N s << I 
a : 
4 - "4 

s. 4 _— 
8 - =. - 

4 — 

9 = . 
9 


* 9 4 
* ' & * * 
n 


”. * C _— 
OT ES TT PI 
* 
. 29 8 
— 
* 
3. 4 
oy : « % ** & 
92 Mit 4 
— 4 — 
- — - 2 


— 


134 ADVENTURES OF 
wards that part of the building, 
where, on the-former night, I had 
ſeen the old man reading. The 
ſame light appeared; the man alſo 
had the fame great volume before 
him, upon which he ſeemed deeply 
intent. 


Here the lord duke of Lancaſter 
concluded his viſit. 


VISIT 
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VISIT MVA. 


ON the following day, 
the illuſtrious ſon of Edward the 
Third thus continued the biſtory 
of the pilgrim : Fortunately, faid 
he, there was a caſement open in 
a chamber adjoining to that where 
the baron was fitting. To this I 
climbed by the aid of the project- 
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13:5 ADVENTURES OP 
ing ſtones which ornamented the 
windows; then entered with- 
out noiſe, and proceeded to the 
apartment where the light was vi- 
fible. So ſoftly did I open the 
door, and fo abſtracted was the 
attention of the baron, that he 
perceived me not, until, with my 
naked faulchion in my hand, I 
ſtood cloſe to his elbow-chair. In 
turning over a leaf of the volume 
which he was reading, he, by ac- 
cident, hit his arm againſt mine. 
Whereupon I held my ſword to 
his throat, and threatened him 
2 with 
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with immediate deſtruction if he 
made any outcry, or reſiſtance 


whatſoever. 


The baron, with a faultering 
accent, beſought me to fit down, 
and inform him by what means I 
had found admiſſion into his houſe, 
and what was my deſire or inten- 
tion. I took a ſeat, and told him, 
that it was immaterial by what 
means I had gained an entrance 
into his manſion; that I had 
knocked at his gates (being a pil- 
grim to Compoſtella) for ſhelter, 
the 
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1338 ADVENTURES OF 

the preceding night, but had re- 
ceived contumelious uſage, inſtead 
of food and lodging ; that I was 
come, leſs deſirous of revenging 
the diſgrace, than of learning the 
cauſe and origin of a cuſtom ſo 
diſhonourable, and was determined 
to take his life, unleſs he would 
condeſcend to ſatisfy my curioſity. 
I faid this with a menacing air, as 
if I really had intended to put it 


into execution. 


The baron, alarmed for his 
ſafety, conſented to my requiſition, 
and 
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and addreſſed me in the following 
words: I cannot fay, Sir, that I 
am ſurprized at your reſentment 
for the reception you have expe- 
rienced, nor at your inclination to 
become acquainted with the cauſe 
of it. Know then, that ſomewhat 
more than a century ago, my fa- 
ther, who built this edifice, and 
lived in it with the hoſpitality that 
was conſiſtent with his ſtation, on 
a ſudden made a vow to ſhut his 
doors againſt the traveller, in con- 
ſequence of the ungratefulneſs and 
villainy of a pilgrim who was 

2 


7 
TA 
* a» - 
we. 


n REY Me TO GE” 


* 
4 
—— 
82 


— 
4 2 a 2 Is ” 
= — — 
9 # 7 * BY : 
© 4 »- 


„ 
e 


126 % - 
* 
1 
4 4 _—_ w = 
la; ==2 F 
SS = * © 
"OE 2 * — o 
* 4 | —— 


n ra Cs 
RE 


„ 8 


a * 
— * „ 


2 
* 
8 
* .- _ 


+ t 
—# «= »4 
"ID; © 


. 
ob, 
Re 10 


8 ts - 


3 


5 
— 


F_ 


— 


88 


- — 
= 


1 
4” - l 


* 5 
12 4 l . 
" > 


5 - * 
- * . * 
__ — 


= 
*».4 = * 
2 + 


EI” 


— 


_ 3 - 


— 


0 ADVENTURES OF 
journeying to Compoſtella, and 
had been received within theſe 
walls. 


One Bernardo, an Italian, who 
had paſſed through France, and 
was croſſing theſe mountains in 
his way to Spain, arrived at the 
gate of this manſion, and was ad- 
mitted. The baron my father, 
who delighted in hearing from the 
intelligent traveller an account of 
whatever was rare and excellent in 
foreign kingdoms, liſtened with 
extreme pleaſure to the narration 

of 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 4 
of this Bernardo, who had ſeen 
much, and, being not ineloquent, 
could relate his adventures in an 
advantageous manner. Their diſ- 
courſe at length turned upon cele- 
brated pieces of armour, and wea- 


pons preſerved in ancient and au- 
guſt families, as having once be- 


longed to ſome gigantic progenitor. 


Nor did the helmet of Mambrino 
and the ſword of earl Rowland, fo 
famed in heroic ſtory, remain un- 
noticed by them. 
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142 ADVENTURES OF 
There was, Sir, in our family 
a remarkable pair of ſpurs, which 
had been worn by my warlike an- 
ceſtors many ages ago, in the bat- 
tles between the Saracens and the 
emperor Charlemagne. With re- 
ſpect to theſe ſpurs, Sir, it had 
been propheſied of yore that as 
long as they continued in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of our race, we ſhould flou- 
riſh in deeds of arms, and be re- 
nowned in the annals of chivalry 
from generation to generation. 
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They were likewiſe of uncommon 


ture, 


ſize, of moſt exquiſite manufac- 


188 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 2143 
ture, and, except as to the rowels, 
of the pureſt gold. My father 
made no difficulty to ſhew them to 
the ſtranger, who admired them 
as well for their workmanſhip, as 
their antiquity. 


But evil was the hour in which 
Bernardo beheld them. For in 
the dead of night (ye powers 
that hoſpitality ſhould meet fo vile 
a recompence!) in the dead of 
night the cairiff pilgrim aroſe, took 
the ſpurs of my forefathers from 
the hook on which they hung; 

then, 


- 89 8 _ 
U C 

*4 + = Dy 

=P oy - 


* -_ 


- 
— 


— 2 
7 — 27 


* NAH 


eee 


n 
2 i hs, 
—— 3 


= 
-» 
» 

* 
1 
Os 
CY 
25 
1 
k : 


© _ OI 


} . ee — 


89 90 3-43; — | — mn. I" 
—— 3 = 65 : "hs * 


c- 


py © % 
. 5 FF -- + 
— , bo — — 7 
— P29 49% — — 
— 4 
BY = 


— —. 


8 
8 


8 * "CC 
4 


. 


-- 
== 12 34 
9 


IN 


—— 


— 


WEEN © ond . 1 — 
„Mee 


— 


"> 1 
WS! 'Þ 
fo olds 
bs; 
* 


— 


— 205 Tx 2 — 2 222 — — 
_ . n 
we 


: | 1 ty " 
G | 4 
0 by I, 
: n N 
0 [ | 1 
1 4 
= 2 ; 
\ : 3 
of 
v 0 
1 
? 


244 ADVENTURES OF 
then, having hidden them in his 
ſcrip, departed at the dawn of day. 


A full week had elapſed, ere 


this invaluable monument of our 


fortune and our fame, this taliſ- 
man, as it were, on which our 
mightineſs depended, was miſſed 
by the domeſticks, who, knowing 
the importance of ſuch a relick to 


our family, were ſtruck with con- 
ſternation, and reluctant to difcloſe 
a circumſtance ſo unfortunate to 
my father. At length the baron 
himſelf became acquainted” with 
the 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 134 
the diſaſter. You will readily 
conceive, Sir, that his anguiſh 
was ſevere, his wrath againſt the 
pilgrim (whom he juſtly ſuſpected 
of being guilty) outrageous. Had 
not his retainers repreſented to him 
the unlikelihood of diſcovering and 
overtaking the villain Bernardo, 
he would have purſued him from 
cliff to cliff of the Pyrenæan hills, 
from the foreſts of the Aſturias to 
the plains of Eſtremadura. 


He then made a ſolemn vow, 
that never more would he admit 
Vol. It, H any 
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any traveller beneath his roof, and 
enjoined his domeſtics, under pain 
of his ſharp diſpleaſure, to beſtow 
on all ſuch as ſhould in future ap- 
proach his gates the ignominious 
treatment of which you, Sir, now 
complain, and to bid them, in a 
little formulary which he compoſed 
for the occaſion, depart in the name 
of Heaven, and think no more about 
it, Moreover, on his death-bed, 
he appointed by his teſtament, that 
his heirs ſhould inviolably obſerve 
this ſtern ordinance, and poſterity 


revenge 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 17 
tevenge the affliction of their fore- 
father. 


Thus, Sir, have I explained to 
you the cauſe of this unpleaſant 
cuſtom. Here ended the baron. 
I aſked him what volume he had 
been reading fo attentively. It is, 
replied he, The Lives of the Ma- 
gicians, and contains the birth, 
parentage, incantations, and ex- 
ploits of the moſt famous profeſſors 
of the necromantic art, either male 
or female, from the witch of En- 
dor, to the ſorcerers and ſorcereſſes 
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143 ADVENTURES OF 

of the preſent century, Laſt night, 
a little before I accoſted you from 
the window, I finiſhed Zoroaſter ; 
I am now in Merlin, and much 
entertained with the wonders which 
he wrought in behalf of the brave 
Briton, king Arthur. 


I thanked the baron for his conr- 
teſy, and roſe to take my depar- 
ture. He accompanied me down 
ſtairs, and even to the very portal, 
apologizing, that the obligation 


under which he lay of complying 


moſt ſtrictly with the will of the 
deceaſcd, 
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t, deceaſed, forbade him to invite 
m me to partake of ſome refreſhment. 
T I conjured him to be in no wile 
h uneaſy, adding, that I was ſenſible 
h of the predicament in which he 
e ſtood, and from my ſoul forgave 
him both the preſent and the paſt. 
I then wiſhed him a good night, 
and, as the moon ſhone clearly, 
directed my haſty ſteps to the vil- 
lage where I had borrowed the ar- 
mour. Soon after I reſumed my 
former habit, and purſued my jour- 
ney through difficult defiles, and, 
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over cliffs that appeared ſcarce ac- 
ceſſible. 


About ſun- ſet I arrived in a de- 
licious glen, where ſeveral perſons 


were making a repaſt by the mar- 
gin of a frigid fountain. I faluted 
them, as I thought it became me, 
and fate down to eat of their viands, 
which they charitably proffered to 
me. They enquired whence I 
came, and whither I was bound ; 
in a little time afterwards one of 
them thus addrefied me: Young 
pilgrim, we are a company of mer- 
chants 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 15 
— chants who trade in ſlaves, which 


we purchaſe in various countries, 


and convey to the kingdom of Gra- 
nada, where we ſell them to the 
J Mooriſh monarch, and to the nc - 


| bles of his realm. Thou ſeemeſt 
| to be a ſtout dog, and ſhalt there- 
fore come along with us : we will 
vend thee to Muley Abdallah, who 
now fits upon the throne; thou 
wilt find thyſelf happicr within the 
walls of the Alhambra, than by 
wearing out thy knees at the ſhrine 


of Saint Jago. Comply, young 


H 4 fair 
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fair and juſt propoſal, or death 
anon ſhall be thy portion. 


Aſtoniſhed, thunder-ſtruck at 
this declaration, I remained for 
ſome moments without utterin ga 
word. At length it occurred to 
me that the merchant did but jeſt, 
and I replied, with a mirthful air, 
that I would not heſitate to accom- 
pany them. Come, come, friend, 
cried another of the crew, this is 
no matter to be jeſted with : pre- 
pare to attend us to the city of 
Granada, throw away theſe leaden 
ſaints 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 53 
faints and theſe cockle-ſhells from 
your hat; lay afide your long veſt- 
ment, and be clad in ſuccinct ap- 
parel, befitting your new con- 


dition. 


The merchant fpoke this with 
fo reſolute a tone, that there could 
no longer exiſt a doubt of the atro- 
city of their intentions. In vain 
did I repreſent to them the peril» 
ous and hideous jeopardy in which 
the ſoul of my poor brother muſt 
of neceſſity remain, as long as the 
pilgrimage to Saint Jago was un- 
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performed. Nay, nay, replied 
one of them, trouble not thyſelf 
about Saint Jago ; he is a good- 
natured fellow, and,. when he hears 
that thou art a captive to the king 
of the Moors, will forgive both 
thee and thy brother: ſo gird up 
thy garments, and make ready to 
march; for darkneſs comes on 
apace, and we muſt reach a certain 
cavern where we mean to paſs the 
night. Perceiving that to refiſt 
were uſeleſs, and truſting to the 
high heavens for an opportunity of 
eſcaping, I accoutred myſelf as the 
merchant- 


mo m0 
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th 
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merchant-robbers had commanded 
me, and ſet out in the midſt of 
them for the cavern already men- E 
tioned. It was dark ere we arrived. 5! 
My companions, or rather my ty- B35 


rants, ſlept and watched by turns, 255 
fix of them, at the feweſt, guard Fo” 
ing the entrance of the cave; fo = 
that, had I attempted flight, my 
deſtruction was inevitable. 
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In our journey from the Pyre- 
nees to the city of Granada, no- 
thing worthy of narration occurred. 
The merchants endeavoured to re- 

H 6 concile 
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concile me to my fortune, and, 
fearing left my health ſhould be 
impaired by my chagrin, and my 
value of courſe diminiſhed, were 
earneſt to amuſe my mind by con- 


tinued recitals of adventures that 


had befallen them in their mercan- 
tile vocation, moſt of which were 
ſo ludicrous, and fo pleaſantly re- 
lated, that, in ſpite of my misfor- 
tunes, they often made me merry; 


and the merchants obſerved with 


no little ſatisfaction, when we 
reached the Mooriſh dominions, 
that I was fatter and more vigorous 


than 


w] 
be 
- 
H 
m 
P 
k 
c 
{ 
| 


JOHN OFT GAUNT. Ty 
than they had expected I would 
prove. 


when I beheld the lofty walls, the 
beauteous towers, the ſumptuous 
palaces of the city of Granada. 
Here all things breathed an air of 
magnificence and pleaſure. The 
pompous retinues of the Mooriſh 
lords, their noble courſers proudly 
capariſoned, their turbans and their 
ſcymitars, glittering with the 
brighteſt jewels of the Indies, at 

Here 
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SOON after, faid the 
duke, continuing the hiſtory of the 
pilgrim, I was conducted to the 
palace of the Alhambra, where 
Juſſouf, the chief chamberlain, 
agreed with the merchant-robbers 
to purchaſe me at the price of two 
hundred ſequins. Thus, while 
2 under- 
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undertaking a pious journey to 
Compoſtella, was I deſpoiled of 
the bleſſing of liberty, and con- 
demned to menial offices in an 
anti- chriſtian land. Is this, faid 
I in my heart, the recompence of | 
fraternal affection, this the guar- 
dian care which faints beſtow on 
thoſe who wreſtle with the dangers 
of the earth and ſeas, to worſhip 
at their ſhrines, and increaſe their 


hi: 
celeſtial glory? Nevertheleſs, I no 
will reſign me to the diſpoſal of * 
the powers above; peradventure, m 


it is good that this diſaſter ſhould 
have 
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have befallen me; it may have 


ſnatched me from worſe evil, and 


may redound to my future wel- 
fare. 


In this diſpoſition of mind I en- 
deavoured to recommend myſelf to 
the favour of Juſſouf, by a diligent 
attention to his orders, and by diſ- 
covering an inclination to prevent 
his wiſhes. The chamberlain was 
not inſenfible of theſe my aſſidu- 
Chriſtian, faid he the 
morning after he had purchaſed 
me, captivity ſhall lay her hands 
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162 ADVENTURES OF 
but lightly upon thee : the ſlaves 
of the great Muley Abdallah live 
in peace. The good Juſſouf ac- 
cordingly aſſigned me an eaſy taſk: 
it was to feed the royal cats,* and 
ſweep the gardens of the Alham- 


bra. 


The chamberlain likewiſe con- 
deſcended to enquire of my birth 
and fortunes, and by what acci- 
dent I had come into the poſſeſſion 
of the merchants. I unfolded my 


wed BP Bm i © £e t = =p xs © 


* Theſe animals are held in much eſ- 
teem by the Mahometans. n 


whole 
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whole ſtory : my adventure with 
the old baron of the Pyrenees di- 
verted him : he repeated it to Mu- 
ley Abdallah, when that monarch 
retired to reſt, at which time it 
was cuſtomary for the chamber- 
lain to ſeat himſelf at the foot of 
the bed, and to relate uncommon. 
hiſtories, till ſleep waved his ebon 
ſceptre over the eye-lids of the 
king, and diſmiſſed the impatient 
Juſſouf. 


Next morning, the Mooriſh 
monarch commanded that I ſhould 
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be brought before him. He was 
fitting in a pleaſure- room, the walls 
of which were painted with gold 
and azure, in a manner ſo inge- 
nious and delightful to the eye, 
that nothing in the royal manſions 
of Chriſtendom could equal it. 
In the midſt was a fountain, which, 
from a baſon of green marble, 
threw up a limpid ſtream, that 
deſcended afterwards in refreſhing 
dews, correcting the ſultry breath 
of Summer. Many lords of the 
court were preſent, many ladies ; 
among which laſt fate the princeſs 
Arizapha, 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 65 
Arxizapha, only daughter to the 
king, the fame of whoſe beauty 
had ſpread through all Granada, 
and through the kingdoms that yet 
| own the domination of the Spa- 
niards. Many princes of Barbary, 
and other Saracen ſtates, had 
ſought this young princeſs in mar- 
riage ; but Abdoulraman, a Gra- 
nadian noble, of ample inheritance 
and illuſtrious race, was the happy 
perſon deſtined by Muley Abdallah 
to obtain the nuptial vows of the 
beautiful Arizapha. 
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The monarch, who had heard 
but imperfectly from the chamber- 
lain concerning the contumely 
which I had experienced in my 
pilgrimage, commanded me to re- 
late that adventure to him at large. 
I obeyed. The great Muley Ab- 
dallah then ſwore by the prophet 
Mahomet, that it was as whimſical 
a revenge as ever baron invented ; 
adding at the fame time, that Jago 
of Compoſtella was but a worthleſs 
ſort of Saint, who permitted his 
intended votaries to be treated with 
ſuch indignity, and that, had my 
pil- 
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pilgrimage been directed to Mecca, 
the holy prophet of the Muſſul- 
mans would have taken better care 
of me. He concluded with ad- 
viſing me to ſtudy the Alcoran, 
and become a true believer. In 
fine, I received permiſſion to with- 
draw, and fifty ſequins were given 
me by the command of Muley 
Abdallah. 


This circumſtance were but little 
worth relating, but that it led to 


an event of more importance. For 


this gleam of good fortune was 
followed, 
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168 ADVENTURES OF 
followed, ere long, by the full 
ſunſhine of proſperity. One even- 
ing, as I was paſling through the 
court of the lions, I was tapped 
on the ſhoulder by an aged female 
ſlave, who in a low voice deſired 
me to follow her. She conducted 
me along the piazza, and to a 
gateway which I knew led to the 
apartment of the women. I ſtop- 
ped ſhort at the threſhold, and re- 
fuſed to proceed ; (for it is death 
for any, but the eunuchs and the 
female flaves, to be ſeen is that 
quarter) but the old woman, 
throwing 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 1G 
throwing over me a veil and a looſe 
garment, deſired me to baniſh fear, 
adding, that I ſhould have no cauſe 
to repent of my compliance. 


I yielded. We paſſed through 
ſeveral rooms, of unexampled mag- 
nificenee, and at length came to a 
door, the key of which my con- 
ductreſs drew out from her girdle. 
We then entered a chamber, at 
the upper end of which, upon a 
gorgeous ſofa, fate a lady, whoſe 
mien and figure confeſſed her to be 
the princeſs Arizapha. Here, ma- 

Vol. II. 1 dam, 
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270 ADVENTURES OP 
dam, ſaid the old woman, is the 
ſlave whom you wiſhed to ſpeak 
with. When I found that it was in 
the preſence of the princeſs that I 
ſtood, I proſtrated myſelf upon the 
carpet, and kiſſed the duſt moſt 
bumbly. Whereupon ſhe bade me 
riſe, at the ſame tune unveiling a 
face which might vie with the fair- 
neſs of the daughters of Paradiſe. 


Chriſtian, . cried the princeſs 
Arizapha, from your behaviour 
yeſterday before the king my fa- 


ther, and from the diſcreet anſwers 
which 
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which you made to ſuch queſtions 
as were put to you, I am induced 
to believe that you can do me a 
certain ſervice, upon which my 
future happineſs will entirely de- 
pend, and for which you ſhall not 
go unrewarded. When the prin- 
ceſs had thus ſpoken, I bowed my- 
ſelf to the duſt a ſecond time, de- 


nify her commands, and her ſlave 
would even lay down his life for her 
proſperity. She made a ſign to me 
to fit down; I did fo, and ſhe ad- 
dreſſed me as follows; Without 
I 2 doubt, 


claring, that ſhe had only to fig- 
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doubt, Chriſtian, it is not un- 
known to you that I am deſtined 
by my royal father to be the wife 
of-Abdoulraman. The riches and 
ſplendid origin of that great lord 
are but ſecondary cauſes for this 
deciſion in his favour. For his 
wondrous wiſdom hath his ſove- 
reign ſelected him from amongſt 
the Mooriſh nobles, to become his 
Gn-in-law. His fame for this 
quality hath extended far and wide : 
none ever heard from the lips of 
Abdoulraman a ſentence, or an 
expreſſion, that was not ſapient in 
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JOHN OF GAUNT. 173 
the extreme. But alas! what is 
wiſdom to the female heart? 
Prince Aben-Humeya, a youth 
deſcended from a long line of kings, 
and related to our own auguſt fa- 
mily, with but a twentieth part 
of the ſenſe of the favoured Ab- 
doulraman, hath made an impreſ- 
fion on my virgin heart, which 


cannot, while I have life, be ob- 


literated. In fine, I prefer the 
gaiety and good legs of Aben-Hu- 
meya to the exalted underſtanding 


of his ill-ſhaped adverſary. 
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But ah ! Chriſtian, ſo partial is 
the king my father to the mental 
endowments of Abdoulraman, that 
nothing but a miracle, or what is 
equivalent to a miracle, can afford 
me any. hope of eſcaping this hated 
union. Now I have learnt from 
an Egyptian, who is ſkilled in the 
knowledge of the vegetable world 
beyond what hath been ever attain- 
ed to by the art of man, that there 
grows upon the hills of the Sierra 
Morena a certain herb, which poſ- 
ſeſſes the rare property of creating 
inſtant folly in the human mind, 
and 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 5 
and of cauſing the very wiſeſt to 
ſpeak nonſenſically. This, Chriſ- 
tian, if by your exertions I can pro- 
cure, I ſhall be ſaved from the 

_ abyſs of deſpair, and united to the 
youth to whom my foul is ſo de- 
voted. For, if Abdoulraman be 
convicted of fooliſhneſs, the king 
my father will beſtow my hand 
upon the amiable Aben-Humeya, 


to whoſe happineſs the ſuperior 
wiſdom of his rival hath hitherto 
been the only obſtacle, 
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76 ADVENTURES OF 

The ſervice therefore which I 
expect you to perform, is to depart 
without delay for the Sierra Mo- 
rena, and there to ſearch for this 


precious vegetable, which. you will 
know by the ſeven woolly leaves 


that eacompaſs it near the root, and 
by the little yellow bells that orna- 
ment the ſtalk, and ſend forth a 
delicious odour. It grows only 
upon the rocky eminences, where 
ſeldom the foot of man is ſeen to 
tread, When you have found it, 
return with ſpeed, and let the juice 
of it be mingled with the viands 
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fooliſhly, and be rejected by the 
king my father, who will ſtraight- 
way diſpoſe of me to prince Aben- 
Humeya. Take therefore this 
purſe of ſequins, and ſhew this 
ring to the centinels of the Alham- 
bra, who, on ſeeing it, will not 
oppoſe your departure. 0 


Thus ſpake the illuſtrious daugh- 
ter of king Muley Abdallah. I 
bowed my head reſpectfully, then 
retired, concealing the purſe and 
ring within my girdle. At the 

I 5 dawn 


of Abdoutraman. So ſhall he talk 
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dawn of the enſuing day I ſet out 
Now faid 


I, when the gates of the Alhambra 
were far behind me, I am once 


for the Sierra Morena. 


to my native land ? Shall I yield 
myſelf a ſecond time to the rude 
arms of captivity * But then have 
I not ſworn to ſerve the beauteous 
Arizapha, who doubtleſs will re- 
ſtore me to freedom for my pains, 
and load me with gifts of much 
value? No, I will never prove 
perfidious : I will enter once more 


the lofty towers of Granada, to 
make 


again at liberty. Why not return . 


JOHN OF GAUN T. 1» 
make a fool of Abdoulraman, and 
a happy huſband of prince Aben- 
Humeya. 


Such was my ſoliloquy, as I 
journeyed towards the mountains. 
Having. arrived at the Sierra, I 
climbed the craggs and precipices 
with unwearied induſtry, and, 
after a ſearch of three days, diſ- 
covered the deſired plant fo inimi- 
cal to wiſdom. I plucked it up 
with joy, and deſcending from that 
favage region, took the road to 
Granada. | 


1 The 
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The evening of the day on which 
TI reached the royal city, the female 
ſlave who had conducted me to the 
princeſs, came to ſeek me in the 
court of the lions. She found me 


in the piazza, anxious to deliver 


an account of my ſucceſs to the 
adorable daughter of king Muley 
Abdallah. I attended the old wo- 
man to the apartments of the prin- 
ceſs, with the ſame precautions 
that we had uſed upon the former 
occaſion. The lovely Arizapha 
was overjoyed at my return: The 
herb, Chriſtian, the herb, ſhe 


cried 


cr. 


It 


tit 


JOHN OF GAUNT. . 
cried with an impatient tranſport. 
It is here, madam, replied I, draw=- 
ing it forth from my boſom. 


We will conclude, faid John of 


Gaunt to the lord Edmond Mor- 


timer, the hiſtory of the pilgrim at 
our next meeting. 
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VISIT XX. 


THE duke was punc- 
tual, the carl impatient. Accord- 
ingly the illuſtrious hiſtorian thus 
proceeded : She ſnatched the plant 
eagerly from my hands, faid the 
pilgrim, and, having viewed it with 
earneſt eyes, exclaimed, I ſhall be 
happy ; this is indeed the plant 

which 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 18 
which the Egyptian deſcribed to 
me. Let us inſtantly prepare it 
for the uſe to which I deſtiny it. 
So faying, ſhe took a mortar, 
which the old woman had in readi- 
neſs; in this, with her own fair 
hands, ſhe pounded the fatal vege- 
table, the charm, as it were, on 
which her happineſs was to de- 
pend. It yielded half a pint of a 
thin, whitiſh liquor, which ſhe 
carefully poured into a phial. 
Here, Chriſtian, faid ſhe, guard 
this, as you would a treaſure : to- 
night a banquet will be given in 

tho 
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the Alhambra, to which Abdoul- 
raman and all the nobles are in- 
vited. Contrive to enter, along 
with the other ſlaves, into the hall 
of entertainment; aſſiſt in ſerving 
the gueſts, but be particularly of- 
ficious to. the rival of Aben-Hu- 
meya. Thus will you have ample 
opportunity of effecting our deſign. 


I promiſed the princeſs that I 
would be mindful of her com- 
mands ; then, conducted by the 
old woman, withdrew to my own 
chamber. I waited for the hour at 

which 


JOHN OF GAUNT. rg 
which the nobles were to meet, 
with the impatience of a deter- 
mined conſpirator. At length they 
aſſembled, and with them the de- 
voted victim of the wiles of Ariza- 
pha. I found no difficulty in in- 
troducing myſelf amongſt my fel- 
tow-ſlaves, and, purſuant to my 
inſtructions, was particularly aſſi- 
duous about the perſon of Abdoul- 
raman. The criſis was now at 
hand. I drew forth the inauſpi- 
cious bottle, unperceived by the 
teſt of the attendants, and poured the 
contents of it into a cup of ſherbet, 

which 
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186 ADVENTURES OF 
which I was about to preſent to 
the miracle of underſtanding. The 
illuſtrious Moor made a fignal for 
beverage: I handed to him the 
fatal draught : he drained the veſ- 
ſel to the bottom. 


Ere long the effects of this po- 
tion became viſible. To the aſto- 
niſhment of the king and all the 
nobles, Abdoulraman called ſe- 
riouſly for a drink of mutton, and, 
ſoon after, for a ſlice of ſherbet. 
It were needleſs to recount the 
fooliſh ſayings that he uttered. 

The 
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The Mooriſh monarch, partial to 
the unhappy lord, was diſtreſſed 
and confounded at this change in 
his condition. As for the reſt, 
who had envied him the favour of 
his prince, and his approaching 
alliance with the royal houſe of 
Granada, they rejoiced in ſecret at 
the difaſter, though in the preſence 
of the ſovereign they affected to 
lament it. But Muley Abdallah, 
inclinable to conſider it as the con- 
ſequence of ſome ſudden indiſpo- 
fition of body, declared that he 


would ſuſpend his opinion, until 


18 ADVENTURES OF 
ſleep and repoſe had afforded their 
healing aid: To-morrow, cried 
he, let Abdoulraman come to 
council; there ſhall we beſt deter- 
mine whether he be a wiſe man or 
a fool. This ſaid, the king re- 
ted. 


I ſpent the night in ſome folici- 
tude for the ifſue of this affair. 
What, Haid I, if the effects of this 
wonder - working liquor ſhould 
ceaſe on the morrow, and Abdoul- 
raman talk as ſenfibly as ever? 
The princels will die of deſpair, 


JOHN OF GAUNT: rt 
-and I ſhall loſe all hope of being 
reſtored to my liberty. Day at 


length appeared. The Alhambra 
was crowded with people, ſome of 
whom curioſity, ſome of whom an 
attachment to the fortunes of Ab. 
doulraman had incited to come 
thither. But the herb was too 
powerful fo ſoon to loſe its virtue: 
Abdoulraman went to council in 


his night-cap, and propoſed that 
the Alhambra ſhould be given up 
to the Spaniards. There was now 
no further doubt that his wiſdom 

friends | 
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friends of Aben-Humeya were 
importunate with the king to be- 
ſtow on that young prince his be- 
loved Arizapha, and Muley Ab- 
dallah, deſpairing of his favourite, 
conſented that their nuptials ſhould 
be ſolemnized immediately. 


As for me, I underwent as much 
agitation as the princeſs herſelf, un- 
til the union was finally compleated. 
We dreaded leſt the good ſenſe of 
Abdoulraman ſhould come to life 
again, and mar at once our policy 
and our hopes. This, however, 

did 


JOHN OF GAUNT. 19 
did not happen, and Aben-Hu- 
meya became the huſband of Ari- 
zapha. In a few days afterwards, 
the latter preſented me with ten 
purſes, each containing five hun- 
dred ſequins, and the former gave 
me a diamond which was worth as 
much more. I was then reſtored 
to liberty at the defire of Arizapha, 
who confeſſed, as I was quitting 
the palace, that ſhe owed her own 


a purchaſe of more diamonds from 
a Jew merchant at Granada, thus 


4 rendering 
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rendering my wealth more port- 
able: for I ſewed the diamonds in 
my girdle. [ Here, my lord of 
Marche, the robbers looked pleaſ- 
ed.] Soon after my departure 
from the kingdom of Granada, I 
met a Moor who was come lately 
from the royal city, and who in- 
formed me that Abdoulraman had 
' recovered all his wiſdom, and was 
wedded to a beauteous lady who 
had no objection to that quality. 
'This intelligence was balm to my 
mind. It would have grieved me 
to have been inſtrumental to the 


4 degra- 
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degradation of any man, eſpecially 


of one ſo great and ſo magnani- 
mous as Abdoulraman. 


>, 
— 2 — 8 


My primary object now was to 
perform the devotions which I 
owed at the ſhrine of Saint Jago 
de Compoſtella. This done, I 
took the road to Oporto, where I 
met with a veſſel that was bound 
for my native country. I embark- 
ed, and by a proſperous wind was 
wafted to the Thames. At Lon- 
don I found my brother, to whoſe 
care I confided my diamonds, [here 

Vor. II, K the 
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the robbers looked grave,] and, 
having tarried for ſome days in 
that city, left him behind to tranſ- 
act an affair of merchandize, and 
directed my ſteps towards the an- 
cient town of Cheſter. I had 
come thus far upon my journey, 
when, paſſing through this foreſt 
I heard the voice of melody. 
What followed is, I believe, but 
too well known here, to require 
any further narration. Here the 
pilgrim held his peace. 
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By this time the banquets and 
the paſtimes were prepared, which 
were to celebrate the birth-day of 
Raymond. Previous to the repaſt, 
we took a turn in the grand hall. 


The Black Prince and I were to- 


gether, when friar Matthew ac- 


coſted us, beſeeching that we would 


ſtep aſide, and favour him with out 
opinion of a little ode which he had 
_ vrritten in the praiſe of Grammar. 
We aſſented to his requeſt, and 
he produced the following verſes : 


Happy the man who well can hammer 
Into his head thy rules, O Grammar : 
K 2 Art 
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Art thou not ſhe whoſe voice diſpenſes 

The bleflings of the moods and tenſes, 

And with a ſovereign grace can render 

Mankind expert at caſe and gender ? 

But ſometimes thou art called Phylolog y, ' 

And haſt a ſiſter, E:ymolog y. 

Come, virgins twain, that is fo bright, 

Lend to theſe lines your golden light, 

And let each paragraph be deckt 

With ſpelling pure, and phraſe correct. 

Here the Black Prince, inter- 
rupting him, obſerved that there 
was a falſe concord in the laſt line 
but three: for that the virgin: 
twain were intitled to a verb plu- 
ral, though the poet had put them 
off with a ſimple zs. Whereupon 
friar Matthew looked uneaſy: a 

tranſient 


JOHN OF GAUNT: 195 
tranſient bluſh ſkimmed the ſur- 
face of his countenance : he re- 


plied, in faultering accents, *©* that 


he was thankful—very thankful— 
for the—criticiſm.” Nevertheleſs 
we could perceive, by the working 
of his lips, and the grinding of his 
teeth, that he wiſhed the Prince 
of Wales in purgatory. The ban- 


quet, which was now announced, 
relieved my brother and me from 
the ſequel of the poem, and friar 
Matthew from further chagrin. 
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I will not enter into a detail of 
the rejoicings which followed the 
repaſt. 
you, that even the centinels who 
guarded the boundaries of our abode 
were partakers in this migaty ca- 
roufal. And now night had ob- 
ſcured the heavens, and Geoffrey 
Chaucer, mindful of the important 
partwhich he hadundertaken toact, 
left the pavilion unperceived. In 
what manner he proceeded I will 
relate to you in his own words, as 
he himſelf deſcribed it when we 
had accompliſhed our deliverance. 
I dif- 


It is ſufficient to inform 
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I diſguiſed myſelf, faid he, in 
the habit of a minſtrel, and, with 
my harp in my hand, explored 
that part of the foreſt where the 
centinels were poſted, I found 
them fitting bencath the trees, ac- 
companied by thoſe damſels who 
were daily e:nployed in beguiling 
the unwary paſlengers. At the 
appearance of a minſtrel they ſent 
forth a ſhout of joy : they obliged 
me to fit down amongſt them, and 
to give a ſample of my art. I 
played to their ſatisfaction; they 
cat, and drank, and made merry. 
K 4 My 


— 
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My chief end being to obtain ſome 
of that ſoporiferous liquor, I be- 
thought me of enticing one of the 
damſels to diſcover it to me. As 
for Mirandora the delightful, ſhe 
was dead drunk; but Ethelinda 7 
the pleaſant eyes, who was only 
tipſey, threw her arms about my 
neck, and in a whiſper ſwore that 
I ſhould have as much of it as I 
could ſwallow. We ſtole away 
from our companions ; ſhe led me 
through many intricate and thorny 
paths, which terminated at a little 
mount environed thick with trees. 


Here, 
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Here, having lifted up a trap-door, 
ſhe deſcended a flight of ſteps, and 
bade me follow her. I did fo. 
We entered a ſpacious vault, where 


feveral jars were ranged in no un- 
ſeemly order. This, faid Ethe- 
linda, is the liquor which you de- 
fire; here is a pitcher, fill it and 
drink. I drew off ſome of the li- 
quor, and pretended to quaff ; then 
filled the pitcher to the brim. 
This done, we aſcended, and re- 


Joined our companions, who were 
indulging in jollity unreſtrained. 


= YT I watched 
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I watched my opportunity to 
mingle with their beverage a por- 
tion of the ſleep-creating draught. 
Its operation was ſure and effectual. 
For, in a little time, the caitiffs 
were ſtretched powerleſs on the 
graſs. I then ſeized their 'arms, 
which conſiſted of lances, faul- 
chions, battle-axes, and partiſans ; 


theſe, with their targets, I carried 
to the neighbouring thicket, which 
my lord, the Prince of Wales, had 
appointed for the place of rendez- 


VOUS, 


Such, 
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Such, illuſtrious Mortimer, was 
the atchievement of Geoffrey Chau- 


cer. To-morrow you ſhall hear 


what conſequences it produced. 


K 6 VISIT 


204 ADVENTURES OP 


VISIT XXL. 


| ON the enſuing day 
the duke of Lancaſter thus pro- 
ceeded : Being, to our great de- 
light, once more poſſeſſed of arms, 
we fallied forth from our place of 
concealment. Our numbers were 


party, many knights, who had 
I already 


not weak. For, .befides our own 
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already been made privy to the de- 
ſign, now joined us with alacrity. 
Headed by the Black Prince, we 


marched to the pavilion, where the 


patriarch and his followers were 
ſtill occupied with their carouſals. 
To prevent any ſtruggle that might 
prove fatal to the unarmed, we 
had previouſly conveyed from the 
pavilion ſuch weapons as the cai- 
tiffs were accuſtomed to bring thi- 
ther. We then with a mighty 
ſhout, that was re-echoed through 
the foreſt, cried out * Liberty !” 
The duke of Glouceſter and Owen 

* Glendower, 
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Glendower, by direction of the 
Black Prince, enter the grand hall, 
and ſeize the perſon of the patri- 
arch. The robbers cry, To 


”Y, 


arms. 


And now a grievous conflict had 
enſued, were it not for our precau- 
tion of ſecuring the weapons of 
theſe miſcreants. Raymond, mute 
with aſtoniſhment and diſmay, ſur- 
renders without reſiſtance to the 
duke and Owen Glendower, His 
followers, having ſearched in vain 
for their weapons, are ſtruck with 


on- 
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conſternation, and apply for mercy. 
Whereupon the Prince of Wales, 
having firſt commanded filence, 
thus addreſſed the knights and 
others now reſtored. to freedom : 
At length, noble ſtrangers, by a 
fortunate act of policy, we have 
ſhaken off the yoke. Ye are now 
free to go whitherſoever your oc- 
caſions call ye. As for you, cai- 
tiffs, did ye imagine that knightly 
and heroick fouls would long brook 
the audacity of your felonious do- 


mination ? Luxurious outlaws ! 


your merry kingdom is no more. 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice already lifts the ſword of 
retribution, threatening your for- 
feit heads. Nevertheleſs, as your 
iniquities are not marked with 
blood ; as craft, not murder, hath 
been the inſtrument of your ty- 
ranny, I myſelf will interpoſe for 
the falvation of your lives, and 
ſoothe the offended majeſty of: my 
king and. father. This for the 
vulgar herd. But what ſhall be 
ſaid for you, Raymond, the late 
dictator of this virtuous commu- 
nity? You have not , ignoragce 
and low degree to plead. Born of 
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an auguſt houſe, nurſed in the lap 
of ſcience, a ſeverer doom ſhould, 
in ſtrictneſs of equity, await you. 
Yet here again will I become an 


advocate ; your courteſy to your 


another Romulus, good order in a 


den of thieves, ſhall be contraſted, 
as rays of light, to the dark ſhades 


of your depravity, and ſhelter your 


grey head from the hand of the. 
exccutioner. 


He ceaſed, and the repentant 
patriarch, melting into tears, re- 
turned 


captives, and your eſtabliſhing, like 
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turned thanks to the Prince of 
Wales for this inſtance of his cle- 


__ *. 


And now the glowing Orient 
ſummoned us to the field, and the 
ruſticks who dwelt near the out- 
ſkirts of the foreſt, informed of 
the change of things, flocked in 
crowds to the pavilion. The aged 
Raymond and his affociates were 
ſent, under a guard of peaſants 
armed with their implements of 
huſbandry, to the neareſt priſon, in 
order to undergo the animadverſion 

of 
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of the law. The foreſt ſoon after 
was deſtroyed, by command of my 
royal father; it having ſerved as a 
receptacle for robbers and outlaws. 
Lately, my lord of Marche, in 
travelling that way, I beheld the 
campos ubi Troja fuit, and fighed 
to think how few of all thoſe of 
either ſex, who were there aflem- 
bled, various of condition, cha- 
racter, and occupation, are now 
exiſting, or, if yet upon the face of 
the carth, how altered they needs 
muſt be from what they were at 
that diſtant period ; their peculi- 

arities 
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arities and follies paſt away, as a 
dream, and their very vanity worn 
out in the progreſſion of time. 


But to return to our company. 
The men were fincerely rejoiced to 
regain their liberty : the ladies, 
though they affected to be joyful, 
yet could not conceal from an ob- 
ſerving eye, that in their hearts 
they regretted the revelry which 
had flouriſhed at the pavilion, and 
lamented the dethronement of their 
friend the patriarch. At length a 


reſolved 


grand ſeparation ſucceeded. Some 
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reſolved on following us to the 
tournament of Carnarvon, amongſt 
whom were Sir Humphrey de Wa- 
verley, and Sir Hubert. Friar 
Matthew took leave of us in the 
pureſt language ; Sir Marmaduke 
and the ſquire eſcorted the lady 
Hermundura to the frontiers of her 
eſtate, and the ladies Philippa and 
Florinda, and the bold little girl, 
departed with their reſpective uſhers 
to the caſtles of their weeping fa- 
milies. The pilgrim, whoſe ob- 
ject was Cheſter, accompanied us 
for a conſiderable part of our way, 

and 
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and at length parted from us, with 
grateful acknowledgments for his 


deliverance. 


We now took the neareſt road 
to Shrewſbury, hoping to arrive 
thither early the enſuing day. No 
adventure occurred worth relating ; 
till, at night-fall, we entered a 
wood, and, as there was no caſtle 
or convent near at hand, aſcended 
a vaſt oak, amidft the boughs of 
which it was our purpoſe to repoſe. 
at a little diſtance. The ſky was 
ſerene, 
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ſerene, the moon reſplendent. Ere 155 
long we heard the trampling of 1 
horſes. The duke of Vork peeped ö 
out, and gave notice that two 
damſels, mounted upon palfreys, | | 
were coming towards the foot of $4 
the tree. Whereupon we agreed | 
to obſerve a profound filence. | 

The damſels alighted, and put a 
their palfreys to graze : they then 1 
fate down by the trunk of the tree, 4 | 
and thus continued a converſation Fl 
which their diſmounting had in- | 0 


terrupted: You cannot imagine, #1 
2 —V 

f 

; 


7 $ 
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my dear lady Matilda, faid one of 


them, how much I am rejoiced to 
meet you; fince the ſeverities of a 
ſtep- mother have compelled me to 
flee from the manſion of Sir Phili- 
dore, there is none whofe ſociety 
can prove more welcome to me 
than yours. But you have not yet 
informed me what motive induces 
you to journey to Carnarvon. I 
beſeech you to fatisfy my curioſity. 
I will, charming Emmeline, re- 
plied the lady Matilda ; as we muſt 


wait here for my uſher, I ſhall 


have time ſufficient to acquaint 
you 
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you with my misfortunes. We 
are in a ſolitary place, where none 
can overhear us, ſo that I will un- 
boſom myſelf to you without re- 
ſerve, 


The caſtle of the baron my fa- 
ther being much reſorted to by 
knights and nobles, ſome to im- 
prove in chivalry, ſome for the 
fake of pleaſure, and your Ma- 
tilda poſſeſſing ſome little ſhare of 
beauty, you will readily believe 
that ſhe was not without lovers, 
I liked their aſſiduities, though I 

Vol. II. L treated 
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treated themſelves with rigour and 
diſdain. I ſtudied, in a manner, 
to be faucy and ſupercilious. It 
was my pride to walk down the 
great hall, or through the gardens, 
moving my head ſcornfully, my 
uſher leading the way, and my 
long filken train ſweeping the gra- 
vel with a ſhrill noiſe. Then, in 
general, when any knight ap- 
proached me, with intent to utter 
fomething that was humble and 
heart-rending, it was as if he had 
been addrefling himſelf to an unage 
of marble. ; 


Such, 
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Such, my dear creature, was 
my haughtineſs, ſuch my cruelty. 
My birth, my dowry, and my 
beauty would, I thought, atone 
for all. As you are a female, like 
myſelf, I open my heart to you 
without ſcruple. Amongſt the 
many knights and barons who ſuf- 
fered by my frozen conduct, was 
Sir Redmond Fitzhugh, whoſe 
wealth and anceſtry were equal to 
mine, and whoſe deſperate paſſion 
was approved of by my father. I 
behaved to this knight with un- 
heard of barbarity : it is true that 

| L 2 he 
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he was very worthy, but, however, 
I did not think him handſome. 
The mortifications which I cauſed 
him to endure, in the end impaired 
his conſtitution : his friends and 
kindred complained to my father, 
who thereupon locked me in my 
chamber for a fortnight ; and as a 
further puniſhment, I was a year 
without being taken to a tourna- 
ment, or a ball. This was horri- 
ble. About this time alſo, I took 
notice of a knight, one Sir Bryan 
Fitz-Thomas, whoſe face and de- 
meanour were a good deal in his 
I favour :; 
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favour : he came now and then to 
the caſtle, to exerciſe in chivalry. 
They faid he was a man of great 
merit. I thought I could be in 
love with him ; but he wore ſhabby 

armour, (Good lord ! how I hate 
ſhabby armour !) and that alarmed 


my pride; though I learnt from 
my damſels that he could not af- 


ford better. So I deemed it ad- 
viſeable to diſdain him. 


But at length the day arrived, 
in which my heart, my proud 
heart, was to feel a mortal wound, 
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and my arrogance to be abaſed 
moſt hideouſly. I verily believe it 
was witchcraft. It chanced, then, 
that a knight of ample revenues 
and an illuſtrious houſe, and of 
fame and atchievements above the 
reſt of the knightly order, began 
to frequent the caſtle, He was 
entitled Sir Vortimer. He was of 
a. fine ſize, and underſtanding : 
had the whiteſt teeth and the pureſt, 
morals, a fair complexion and 
character: in fine, he had very 
good legs. Beſides, my dear Em- 
meline, he wore ſuch grand ar- 


mour, 
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mour, and had ſo many vaſſals and 
retainers in his train, that I could 
dream of nothing elſe but Sir Vor- 
timer ; I found that I was infatu- 


ated beyond all recovery, © 


Nor was it long till he perceived 
that he ſtood high in my opinion : 
he profeſſed himſelf my flave and 
adorer, and this, you may judge, 
rejoiced me. Nevertheleſs, I had 
contracted ſuch a habit of being 
inſolent, that I could not for my 
foul behave well even to Sir Vorti- 
mer. But alas! he was far diffe- 
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rent from the reſt of my admirers. 
He ſaw into my temper of mind, 
and, aware of the influence which 
he had acquired over my heart, 
was determined to torment me, and 
revenge his whole ſex of the inhu- 
manity I had ſhewn to them. Ac- 
cordingly, my dear Emmeline, in- 
ſtead of appearing ſubmiſſive and 
melancholy, (the behaviour I had 
been invariably uſed to in my 
lovers) Sir Vortimer, to my utter 


diſmay, adopted the moſt perfect 
unconcern, and the more rigour ' 
affected, the more cheerful he 


became. 
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became. This, you know, was 
inſufferable. I was driven to my 
wits end. I ſtrutted in the great 
hall, reddened, toſſed my head, 
ran my finger round my ruff, 
coughed, yawned, looked mild, 
lively, inviting, folemn, filly, 


overbearing, humble. I was even 


civil to a knight or two, in order 
to make him jealous. But it was 
all ineffectual : (oh ! I could have 
ſcratched him for ſpite) Sir Vorti- 
mer beheld me with the tranquillity 


of a Bramin. Upon this, I took 


to my chamber ; grew peeviſh ; 


L 5 could 


- — 1 2 en Reta ; 


26 ADVENTURES or 
could not eat my ſupper, nor, in- 
deed, my breakfaſt: my nurſe and 
my damſels believed me in a dying 
way. 


Another cruel ſtroke did I ex- 
 perience from Sir Vortimer, in the 
method which he employed to 
mortify my vanity, at public exhi- 
bitions. For he knew that I de- 
lighted in ſuperb attire, and that I 
would fain have my lover the moſt 
gorgeous of human-kind. He had 
a friendſhip for Sir Bryan Fitz- 
Thomas, the knight whoſe armour 


Was 


oY 
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vas © mean, and heartily reſented 
my proud uſage of that perſon. 
You muſt know, then, my dear 
lady Emmeline, that, when a 
tournament was proclaimed at 
any neighbouring caſtle, thither it 
was our cuſtom to repair. There, 
while your Matilda, in her grandeſt 
array, would fit panting with proud 
expectation, of ſeeing Sir Vortimer 
prance over the liſts, in his uſual 
pomp and magnificence, (for he 
had three fine habergeons all flou- 
riſhed with filver, and a- golden 
helmet bequeathed to him by his 
L 6 grand- 
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grand-father) the perfidious, bar- 
barous creature would ſometimes 
appear in an old iron caſque, that 
was fo ruſty, (oh! how ruſty!) 
or with a target that was ſplit in 
the middle, or with only one ſpur, 
and a ſteed that was very lame. 


The laſt time that he appeared 
in this condition, I was ſo horridly 
vext, that I burft into tears, and 
defired to go home. My friends 
gave out that it was a pain in my 
bowels, though they very well 
knew the true cauſe of my diſorder. 

In 
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In fine, I repented of the love I 
had borne Sir Vortimer. Never- 
theleſs his image haunted me day 
and night. I could not ſleep: 1 
felt that I laboured under a fort of 
faſcination. I told my nurſe that 
J was miſerable. She, who was 
aunt to my uſher, adviſed me to 
ſet out for the caſtle of Carnarvon, 
whither it was reported that Sir 
Vortuner was gone, with intent to 
be preſent at the tournament ; add- 
ing, that Zacharias (fo my uſher 
was named) would not ſcruple to 
accompany me, if ſhe once pro- 
poſed 
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poſed it. I liſtened to her counſel: 
Zacharias and I departed at mid- 
night from the caftle of my father, 
and directed our motions towards 
Shrewſbury, as our neareſt road to 
Wales. 


This evening, as we purſued 
our journey, an unlucky accident 
had almoſt prevented my further 
progreſs, My uſher hath a way 
of looking up to the ſky, when- 
ever he walks or rides. Now the 
mule that carried him, chooſing 
the greenſward which borders on 
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the hedges, in preference to the 
middle of the road, fell ſuddenly 
into a hole, that was vaſtly deep 
indeed, and filled with ſoft cow- 
dung, and other odious things, 
laid up there, I ſuppoſe, for ma- 
nure. The double weight of mule 
and uſher occaſioned their deſcend- 
ing, till poor Zacharias was up to 
his chin. I was trotting on, 
thinking of Sir Vortimer, when I 
heard a hideous outcry from be- 
hind me. I turned about in haſte, 
and beheld Zacharias incapable of 
extricating himſelf or his mule, 
— 2 who, 
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who, like him, had no more than 
her head that was viſible. I 
laughed, I wept, I cried out for 
aſſiſtance ; but the place was fo 
folitary that none could be had. 
I then alighted, and, having taken 
off my girdle, threw one end of it 
to my uſher, who by this time 
had contrived to diſengage his 
hands, and, holding faſt by a tree, 


exerted what portion of ſtrength I 
could command in pulling out the 
miſerable creature. At length he 
gained the margin of the hole, 
where the ſtump of a ſycamore 

lent 
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lent him its aid; inſomuch, that 
Zacharias was once more on dry 


land. His beaſt, now unburthen- 
ed, aſcended of herſelf. 


Here pauſed the duke of Lan- 
caſter. The earl of Marche was 
ſorry ; but reflecting that the viſit 
had been a long one, was content 
to wait until the enſuing day, for 
the remainder of the hiſtory of the 
lady Matilda, 
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VWISIT XXII, 


AT the next meeting 
the duke thus proceeded : But oh |! 
lady Emmeline, continued Matilda, 
hat a fight! what a ſmell! I 
was obliged to remount, and ride 
off to ſome diſtance z thence, in a 
loud voice, I counſelled Zacharias 
to ſpeed to the next cottage he 

| | could 
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could meet with, and purify, if 
poſſible, his rayment and himſelf. 
For his beard, which before had 
been ſable as a crow, and combed 
till it gliſtened like ſattin, was now 
in ſuch a condition, that it would 
Have grieved the very ſoul of a Sa- 
racen to behold it. 


But what is worſe than all, and 
goes more nearly to my heart, is 
that my linen and other apparel, 
which he carried in a bag of red 
velvet, are rendered, I fear, quite 
improper for uſe. Ah! what 
ſhall 
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ſhall I do? I ſhall not have 2 
petticoat fit to put on, nor a veil 
nor a ruff, but what ſtinks like a 
dunghill. Hew! chew! chew! 
[here the lady Matilda ſhrugged 
her ſhoulders very high, and ſhi- 
vered, as perſons do, when they 
fay that their fleſh creeps ; ſhe alſo 
made ſundry wry faces] Moreover 
he loſt his ſtaff of ebony. I with 
he were come, for, my dear, it 
waxes late, and foreſts are dan- 


gerous places. Full of Her- 


mits. Scarce had ſhe made this 
remark, when a bough, on which 
Owen 
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Owen Glendower was ſeated, gave 
a ſudden and loud crack, (for Owen 
was a heavy man) and bent a little 
downwards. Bleſſed Mary ! what 
is this? exclaimed the lady Ma- 
tilda : nor did the damſels wait 
to conſider whence the ſound 
could have proceeded, but ſtarted 
up in terror, ran ſwiftly to their 
palfreys, and having mounted with 
great trepidation, gallopped off, 
and, in a little time, were wholly 
cut of ſight. 
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After laughing at what had 
paſſed, the Prince of Wales, who 
was on a bough above Owen Glen- 
dower, leaned down to us who 
were in the lower branches, and 
propounded this queſtion; Whe- 
ther it was knightly of us to liſten 
to the diſcourſe of thoſe damſels ? 
I, faid the duke of Glouceſter, am 
of opinion that it was not ; as true 
ſons of chivalry, it became us to 
ſtop our ears, or go to ſleep, on an 
occaſion of that nature, and thus 
leave the ſecrets of the female heart 
unviolated. For my part, faid the 
duke 
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duke of York, I know not what 
to call it. We were not eves- 


droppers, being up fo high ; our 
hearing their converſation was, in 
truth, the effect of neceſſity. 
Right, cried Owen Glendower, 
and how could we have gone to 
ſleep, (for my lord of Glouceſter 
thinks we ought) when the tongue 
of the lady Matilda ran with inceſ- 
fant volubility? You may term 
it unknightly, if you will ; but as 
we were in the tree, it is as if we 
heard them not; and fo I wiſh 
them 
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them fafe to the end of their pere- 


hs. 


The lord Ferdinand Fitzwar- 
renne, who, with the lady Bar- 
barina, was perched upon a bough 
above me, declared from on high, 
that only for the cogent neceſſity 
of the caſe, our liſtening would 
have been an utter violation of the 
laws of chivalry. The pilgrim, 
being no knight, remained neuter. 
My own opinion, faid I, exalting 
my voice that thoſe above might 
hear me, is that the ordinances of 

chivalry 
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ject. ese for hav 
ing liſtened to thoſe ladies, I was 
equally fo, in overhearing the hiſ- 
torics of the two uſhers, when the 
partition which ſeparated us was 

incompetent to the excluſion of 
found. Therefore was I under the 
. ſevere dominion of neceflity, and d 
therefore innocent of ee 
behaviour. 


The Black Prince obſerved, that 

the weight of ſuffrages ſeemed 

clearly to incline towards an ac= 
Vor. II. M quite. 
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_ But notwithſtanding, Gi 
be will ſtate what hath occurred 
ring mind upon this topick. 
Fo. . to the abſolute wales 
F-4 caſe, 11 POEDER 
6 ve my doubts. Knights 5 
N t 
bx _ thejr fingers in their 
2 ere Owen Glendower 
| _— that no man could fit 

; "i s vith his fingers in his 
is th iy Mad hc bee n. 
3 it Cs 
2 he would not endure it 

damſel, he vowed to God. 

Omen was called to ie, and the | 
Black 


-S- 1 
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«Back Prince proceeded.) It hd 
been alledged that there is no or- g N 
Ainance againſt liſtening: It may, 
be fo. Nevertheleſs, as knights, = 
we are bound by the general aid 
extenſive rules of courteſy, Com- 
teſy is our code, and a material 
branch of the inſtitutes of chivalry. 
Would it not have been in us = 
moſt refined act of / courteſy, -- to 
have ſhut our ears againſt the dia- 
logue of thoſe ladies? nay,” would 
it not have proved a maſt judiciqus 
meaſure: alſo? For theteby we 
ſhould have. remained. igadrant of | 
Ry VET oth M 2 certain a 
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certain female weakneſſes, of which, 
as knights and lovers, it behoves 


us to know but little. I merely 
throw out this as an idea which 
ſtruck me as not wholly irrelevant 
10 che queſtion now before us. 
For I mean not to vote againſt the 
reſpectable opinions of thoſe who 
look upon the fact as neither ill- 
natured nor unknightly. 


He ceaſed, and the queſtion hav- 
ing been put, was carried by a 
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manner, my lord of Marche, we 
not unfrequently employed our- 
ſelves, improving our. underſtand - 
ings by falutary debate, and lay- 
ing in a ſtock of polite and genu- 


g . > noe 
— * 900 = 2 Ty 1 5 mn 
The dawn now glimmered in 


the caſtern heavens, inviting us to 
deſcend and depart. We ſet for 
ward without delay, and entered 
Shrewſbury at the time of high 
maſs, the day being Eaſter Sunday. 
As we paſſed by the Abbey, the 
ſound of the organs enticed us to 


ere 
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go in A monk, whom we met 
at the portal of the church, con- 
dtcted us into the choir, inform - 
ing us by the way, that a lyrick 
abbot was author, would be per- 
formed by a full band, immedi- 


8 s © _— 
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H Y M N 


| To THE 
C 


I. 


FIRST of all life, thy glories let me dag 
Oa wonder”; eager wing: 
O let a mortal fire i 
To heav 'n high vault aſpire, 
And · rapture wake the ftring. 
Or trains prophetic flow d from David's tongue, 
While Judah on the muſick hung. 


IL o 


-- -  Aﬀiſt me, ſun ſublime ; 
Our Maker's mightineſs diſplay ; 
O ſpread it in thy race chro- time, 
Till thine ag d orb decay. 5 
Tell it, ye ftars, from pole to pale, 
e planets, ring it ele 
1 M 4 Let 
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Let the loud ſtorm proclaim his praiſe, 
And thunder, as in ancient days, 
When the dark firmament was bow'd, 
And Sinai ſhook beneath the cloud, | 
When on the wings of winds th' Almighty rode, 
And Iſrael fainted at the voice of God. 
Now let, my tyre, a loftier theme ariſe, 
"Tis he, tis he, whoſe ſole-begotten flies 
'To ſpurn embattled hoſts, and ſhake the rebel 
Vers 
Th' unaw'd archangel threats the Sire, 
Up to the Higheſt dates afpire; 
ID OS 
Th' Omnipotent's dread will, 
mum m.. ruins acd melted at 
his ire, | 


NI, 
Swell, ſwell the note of praiſe, fince fair Crea- 
For impious angels faſhion'd godlike men; 
Creation's life-beſtowing ſound 
Flew o'er the dire profound ; 
| The Cherubs ung Rejoice,” | 
Confuſion felt the voice, 
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Old Chaos ſtarted from his throne again: 

Let Nature be,” th' Almighty ſaid, 
An infant yniverſe obey'd: 
Is ee all-ſceing 


IV. 


But ſoon, ah! ſoon bus loſt to man; | 
Sin ev'n in Eden's grove began, 
And blood of ſaints at length down idol altars 
ran, 
Jehovah bade his tempeſts blow, 
And furious ocean's floods to flow, 
And whelm the beauteous work his hands de- 
fign'd,, Shes 
While angels view'd with tears the wreck of 
8 | 
Sing now reanimated earth, 
And. Nature's ſecond birth ; 
How oft his wrath by penitence was flay'd, | 
Oran 


Je mound er pre we 


Sitting 


* 
* 


ba 
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f renn 
The ſlent harp was bung on high, 
Pale forrow mus'd upon her chain, 
— While mern Euphrates roar'd unpitying by. 
5 v. c 
4 At length Meſſiah comes to brave I: 
I { The might of fin, and diſappoint the grave; Y 
1 5 Death drops his dart before the pow r he dreads, 
H C And earth in tranſport hails him as he treads; n 
13 He comes, _—_— 
5 | Re-echt}, Heav'n's immortal choir, * re 
"WE Prat, cap thy happy wings on big, n 
— He leads in chains Captivity, 
E | Now let more ſolemn notes be ſung ; ſe 
At Altifion's trembling tongue# 
A martyr'd Deity to ſing. fi 
On a vile croſs the world's Redeemer dies, 7 
1 Convulfive nature owns the ſacrifice; 
4 In mute amaze tl 
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Thy fon, O God, for human guilt atone! /:; 
Lo! A 7; - - ana 
And Earth, believing, cries Meas is thy on. 


it 
' No ſooner was the ſermon con 


cluded, than the lord abbot ſent 2 
lay-brother to invite us to dinner. 

We cheerfully accepted his kind- 
neſs, (being all very hungry) and 
repaired forthwith to his apart= 
ments. A ſumptuous repaſt was. 
ſerved up: we had not eaten viands 
ſo excellent fince our departure 
om che pavilion of Raymond. 
The meats being removed, a 
the goblet i in circulation, the dif- 
edurſe naturally turned on the lyric 
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compoſition which that day had 


been performed. It was a pro- 


duction. beta the lord abbot, of 
my youthful years ; 1 have often 
devoted my leiſure hours to poetry. 
But of all the poems I have ever 
perfefted, that which you heard 
to-day was, by reaſon of its being 
on a facred ſubject, the leaſt re- 
Some bated palms ; others did not 


believe in Chriftianity. Aullagit 
thoſe of the middle cla, it was 


received with more regard : they 
could endure a poem that was in 


praiſe 


n ova s wu © mm e oO I „„ K tw _wy 


N having ſeen a piece of poetry in 


1 
LY 
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praiſe of God Almighty. © Accord- 
ingly I entruſted it to the execu- | 
tion of my ſinging- men. Never. - 


meant it not for a pſalm : but, 


from the prophet Iſaiah, I was 
defirous of trying whether a ſe- 


Pfalma, and other parts of Scrip- 
ture, could be aecompliſhed in our 
purpoſe a form of ſtanza, (with 
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Þut a little alteration) that was 


uſed by a celebrated minftrel of the 
kfſt age. Whether I have fuc- 
ceeded, you, noble knights, and 
the reſt of the congregation. muſt 


: The Black Prince, who, not- 
withſtanding his exalted ſituation, 
could lend a patient car to a pane- 
gyrick on the Lord God, gave the 
abbot to underſtand that he eſteem- 
$4 the compoſition to have merit 
- The duke gf Gloucater adus, 


Ka Wu Bb @ © IX a0 DD mind ina id 


of 


——_— 2 £67) and, 


Sos „ 
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and, looking ſelf-ſufficient, re- 
marked that it was taken from the 
Bible. But my lord of York, 
who, belides being too indolent to 
form a judgment of his own, made 
a point of agreeing in all things 
with his brother the Prince of 
Wales, declared that he deemed 
the poem to be a credit to the 
lord abbot. Owen Glendower 
The lord Ferdinand Fitzwarrenne 
thought that there were ſeveral 
good rhymes in it, and the har 
Barbarina 


1 
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myſelf; \ we cointided in opinion 
| with the Black Prince. | 


8 Jolin of Gaune aroſe to 
take leave of his noble kinſman, 
Mortimer earl of Marche ; "who 
delared himfelf thankful: for what 
— 
n ne (ks . 


4 
1 
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fair way) and concluded with 
hoping that, in a few vilits more, 
he would be able to quit his bed, 
and walk a little in the garden. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME; 


